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RAINFALL BRINGS WELCOME RELIEF 

 
Tennessee finally received widespread rainfall last week with some counties receiving several inches, though 

temperatures and humidity remained high. With the precipitation, pastures and row crops alike received 

welcome relief. More rain will be needed to continue to improve yield outlook for corn and soybeans; however, 

early beans and cotton are looking good. Unfortunately, nitrate levels in corn for silage are testing high in some 

regions of the state but other corn stands have improved with the widespread precipitation. Amidst the recent 

drought conditions, cattle producers continue to feed hay and some producers have chosen to cull calves early to 

reduce stress on pasture and forage stores. Most of the eastern counties in the state remain under dry and 

drought conditions ranging from D0 abnormally dry to D2 severe drought with a few southern counties in D3 

extreme drought conditions. Statewide, there were 4.1 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture 

was 4 percent very short, 25 percent short, 63 percent adequate, and 8 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 11 

percent very short, 24 percent short, and 62 percent adequate, and 3 percent surplus. 
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CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Silking 92 87 94 93 Corn 9 10 26 40 15 

Corn – Dough 61 48 66 59 Cotton 6 16 25 42 11 

Corn – Dented 11 - 7 4 Soybeans 6 9 25 44 16 

Cotton – Squaring 94 87 92 88 Pasture 12 21 33 31 3 

Cotton – Setting Bolls 64 52 58 51 Tobacco 3 9 23 44 21 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 1 - 1 0 Cattle 1 3 26 59 11 

Soybeans – Blooming 78 70 75 71 Hay 5 9 31 48 7 

Soybeans – Setting Pods 57 41 52 43       

Tobacco – Topped 38 24 45 55       

                                 


