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DRY WEATHER RETURNS 

 
Tennessee experienced mostly dry weather last week with average temperatures, but slightly lower humidity. 

Corn is maturing well, and cotton and soybeans are steadily progressing, but more rain will be needed to push 

the crops to completion. Tomato production is winding down across the state. Pastures and hayfields have 

greatly improved with rainfall and lower temperatures, and some producers were able to take advantage of the 

dry weather to spray fields and cut hay. Many reports of armyworms present again this week, providing some 

concern for forage producers. While crop conditions have improved across the board, yield outlook and crop 

price predictions remain a concern as we near the harvest season. Many southern counties in the state remain in 

D0 abnormally dry status to D1 moderate drought conditions and could sorely use more rain to improve soil 

conditions. Statewide, there were 6.6 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture was 11 percent 

very short, 31 percent short, 56 percent adequate, and 2 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 11 percent very 

short, 31 percent short, and 56 percent adequate, and 2 percent surplus. 
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CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Silking 97 96 98 98 Corn 6 10 29 42 13 

Corn – Dough 82 72 87 83 Cotton 3 6 25 56 10 

Corn – Dented 49 29 50 41 Soybeans 2 11 29 44 14 

Corn – Mature 7 - 3 1 Tobacco 6 12 21 41 20 

Cotton – Squaring 99 97 95 97 Pasture 5 19 35 38 3 

Cotton – Setting Bolls 86 74 80 80       

Cotton – Bolls Opening 4 2 4 2       

Soybeans – Blooming 90 84 90 87       

Soybeans – Setting Pods 75 66 72 67       

Tobacco – Topped 67 52 75 80       

                                 


