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ANOTHER DRY WEEK 

 
Tennessee experienced another week of dry weather. Taking advantage of slightly cooler temperatures and dry 

conditions, producers were hard at work in the field cutting hay, beginning corn harvest, and desiccating 

soybeans. Early corn in most areas is maturing and nearly ready for harvest, with cotton and soybeans following 

close behind. Thus far, corn yields reported by producers have been average or slightly above, though many are 

reporting significant wildlife damage in some stands. As dry weather continues, pastures and fields are once 

again drying up. Livestock producers in some central and southern counties are really feeling the strain as the 

region progressed into D2 severe drought status, with some already feeding hay. While moisture levels in the 

northern counties remain decent, the central and southern counties continue to progress into D0 abnormally dry 

and D1 moderate drought conditions. Statewide, there were 6.7 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil 

moisture was 23 percent very short, 41 percent short, 35 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. Subsoil 

moisture was 25 percent very short, 38 percent short, and 36 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. 
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CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Dough 93 88 96 96 Corn 8 13 30 38 11 

Corn – Dented 79 64 79 74 Cotton 8 14 27 42 9 

Corn – Mature 36 17 27 19 Soybeans 5 15 29 39 12 

Corn – Harvested 6 - 1 1 Tobacco 7 10 24 39 20 

Cotton – Setting Bolls 96 94 97 96 Pasture 11 26 35 26 2 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 22 8 12 8 Hay 7 14 33 40 6 

Soybeans – Setting Pods 92 82 87 85 Cattle 1 4 33 54 8 

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 18 5 8 5       

Tobacco – Topped 92 86 90 91       

Tobacco – Cut 22 9 25 -       

                                 


