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RAIN BRINGS SOME RELIEF 

 
Tennessee experienced high temperatures last week, but some regions of the state finally received rainfall 

pushed up from the recent hurricane down south. Early in the week, farmers were hard at work harvesting corn, 

soybeans, tobacco, and beginning cotton. Early yield reports are quite variable, as some regions of the state 

experienced more severe drought conditions throughout the season than others. Prior to the rain received 

Thursday night into the weekend, the drought monitor reported almost all counties in the state, save the far 

northeastern corner, under drought conditions ranging from D0 abnormally dry to D3 extreme drought. 

Particularly in the central and western regions, producers are really struggling with damaged crops, watering 

livestock, and uncertain hay yields and stocks as we head towards winter. Statewide, there were 4.9 days 

suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture was 20 percent very short, 25 percent short, 38 percent 

adequate, and 17 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 21 percent very short, 30 percent short, 40 percent 

adequate, and 9 percent surplus. 
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Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 
 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Dented 97 93 97 97 Corn 9 14 32 31 14 

Corn – Mature 85 76 75 72 Cotton 11 15 27 38 9 

Corn – Harvested 36 31 22 24 Soybeans 7 16 32 36 9 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 67 57 39 35 Pasture 21 32 32 14 1 

Cotton – Harvested 1 0 2 1       

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 58 46 41 35       

Soybeans – Harvested 22 11 8 6       

Tobacco – Cut 63 54 61 70       

                                 


