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HARVEST IN FULL SWING AS DRY WEATHER RETURNS 

 
Tennessee experienced mostly hot, dry weather last week. Dry weather permitted ample fieldwork and 

harvesting, but the lack of moisture this season has seriously impacted crop yields and livestock management 

alike. Corn and soybean harvest has been continuing quickly, though some producers have opted to chop corn 

for cattle rather than harvest for grain. Livestock producers are already conserving water sources and feeding 

hay as fall begins. Fall seedings are progressing slowly due to challenges with dry soil conditions. This week, 

more counties across the state progressed into D3 extreme drought conditions, with most of the state underD1 

moderate drought to D2 severe drought status. Forage pests and dust alike have become quite problematic for 

producers across the region as harvest season fully ramps up amidst these drought conditions. Statewide, there 

were 5.9 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture was 23 percent very short, 26 percent short, 48 

percent adequate, and 3 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 21 percent very short, 30 percent short, 47 

percent adequate, and 2 percent surplus. 
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Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 
 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Dented 99 97 98 98 Corn 10 14 32 29 15 

Corn – Mature 92 85 88 86 Cotton 3 9 32 45 11 

Corn – Harvested 58 46 40 40 Soybeans 4 16 34 35 11 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 78 67 58 53 Pasture 23 30 35 11 1 

Cotton – Harvested 3 1 3 2 Cattle  2 8 34 48 8 

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 70 58 57 50       

Soybeans – Harvested 32 22 15 12       

Tobacco – Cut 72 63 72 79       

Winter Wheat – Planted 4 0 3 6       

                                 


