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HEAVY RAINS HALT HARVEST PROGRESS 

 
Tennessee experienced dry weather early in the week leading up to heavy rainfall and flash flooding in the wake 

of Hurricane Helene over the weekend. Some regions of the state received anywhere between 3 and 10 inches 

of rainfall. For now, harvest progress is slow or halted as fields dry out and water levels recede. Prior to the 

storms, producers were hard at work harvesting corn, beans, cotton, tobacco, and remaining hay stands. Some 

reporters indicate yields for corn and soybeans continue to come in below average due to the summer-long 

drought and now remaining yields could be impacted by the heavy precipitation levels received. Some eastern 

and central counties experienced flooding and are still grappling with power outages and debris cleanup, which 

could further impact harvest and field crop activities. Statewide, there were 3.6 days suitable for field work last 

week. Topsoil moisture was 7 percent very short, 9 percent short, 51 percent adequate, and 33 percent surplus. 

Subsoil moisture was 9 percent very short, 15 percent short, 61 percent adequate, and 15 percent surplus. 
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Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 

 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Dented 100 99 99 100 Corn 11 15 32 30 12 

Corn – Mature 96 92 95 94 Cotton 12 16 27 38 7 

Corn – Harvested 70 58 55 56 Soybeans 9 17 32 32 10 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 85 78 74 67 Pasture 19 29 32 19 1 

Cotton – Harvested 10 3 4 5       

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 78 70 70 64       

Soybeans – Harvested 42 32 26 19       

Tobacco – Cut 80 72 81 86       

Winter Wheat – Planted 10 4 8 10       

                                 


