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DRY WEATHER PERSISTS 

 
Tennessee experienced dry weather with variable temperatures last week. Some counties experienced the first 

frost of the season, while other days the high continued to reach into the upper 70s and 80s. Dry weather has 

allowed harvest to quickly approach its end; however, drought conditions continue to negatively affect crop and 

livestock producers alike. Corn, tobacco, and fall hay harvest is essentially complete, with soybeans and cotton 

quickly following. Cattle and livestock producers are feeling the strain from summer and now fall drought 

conditions as ponds and streams dry up. It remains unclear the full extent of damage and potential impact on 

crop quality and production and forage stock the hurricanes had in the region, but as the days grow shorter, 

producers are gearing up for the winter ahead. As of October 17, several central counties were under D0 

abnormally dry to D3 extreme drought conditions. Statewide, there were 6.9 days suitable for field work last 

week. Topsoil moisture was 18 percent very short, 35 percent short, 46 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. 

Subsoil moisture was 18 percent very short, 32 percent short, 49 percent adequate, and 1 percent surplus. 
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Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 
 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Mature 100 99 99 100 Cattle 2 11 34 47 6 

Corn – Harvested 94 88 87 88 Cotton 13 17 30 32 8 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 97 95 95 94 Pasture 16 30 36 17 1 

Cotton – Harvested 53 35 38 38       

Soybeans – Dropping Leaves 96 91 94 95       

Soybeans – Harvested 69 62 56 51       

Tobacco – Cut 95 91 - -       

Winter Wheat – Planted 42 31 32 39       

Winter Wheat – Emerged 20 11 12 18       

                                 


