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HARVEST WRAPPING UP AS DRY WEATHER CONTINUES 

 
Tennessee continued to experience dry weather with mostly above average temperatures last week. Daily highs 

and low temps have been highly variable, with many nights bringing frosts even as the daytime highs reach into 

the upper 70s and even 80s. For much of the state, little precipitation has been received since Hurricane Helene. 

Harvest for all field crops is nearing completion as producers have been hard at work wrapping up soybeans and 

cotton. With extremely dry soil conditions, some producers have been delayed in planting winter wheat and 

other fall seedings. Livestock producers continue to feel the pressure from the drought, with many hauling 

water, feeding hay, and culling herds early to reduce strain as we head into winter. Central and southern 

counties remain under D0 abnormally dry to D3 extreme drought conditions, prompting some areas to issue 

burn bans and voluntary water conservation efforts. Statewide, there were 6.8 days suitable for field work last 

week. Topsoil moisture was 28 percent very short, 38 percent short, and 34 percent adequate. Subsoil moisture 

was 24 percent very short, 39 percent short, and 37 percent adequate. 
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Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 
 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2023 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Corn – Harvested 96 94 91 93 Cotton 16 19 28 31 6 

Cotton – Bolls Opening 99 97 97 97 Pasture 18 33 35 13 1 

Cotton – Harvested 66 53 57 51 Winter Wheat 4 8 22 52 14 

Soybeans – Harvested 77 69 69 62       

Winter Wheat – Planted 60 42 45 52       

Winter Wheat – Emerged 30 20 22 29       

                                 


