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DRY WEATHER PERMITS PLANTING 

 
Tennessee experienced warmer temperatures and drier weather last week, permitting producers to begin or 

continue spring planting activities. Rainfall has helped pasture stands recover quickly, with some reports of 

early hay harvest already occurring. As warmer weather sets in, winter wheat stands are quickly progressing. 

Livestock producers are feeling welcome relief as pastures grow in, but with warmer weather come flies and 

insects. In some regions of the state, a couple light frosts occurred last week, but with warmer weather on the 

horizon, producers will begin planting vegetables and transplanting tobacco soon. As of April 15, only a few 

counties in the far eastern tip of the state remain under D0 abnormally dry to D1 moderate drought conditions. 

Statewide, there were 6.2 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture was 2 percent very short, 9 

percent short, 79 percent adequate, and 10 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 1 percent very short, 11 

percent short, 78 percent adequate, and 10 percent surplus.  
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Weather and rainfall data have been discontinued. 
 

CROP PROGRESS CONDITION 

Item 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
2024 

5 
Year 
Avg. 

 Item 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 Percent Percent 

Apples – Blooming  59 36 75 71 Strawberries 5 9 38 39 9 

Corn – Planted  25 7 28 27 Pasture 2 9 30 49 10 

Corn - Emerged 4 - 4 5 Winter Wheat 4 6 20 52 18 

Cotton – Planted 2 1 1 1       
 

Soybeans – Planted 15 5 16 7       

Winter Wheat – Jointing 80 60 84 84       

Winter Wheat – Headed 22 2 32 23       

                                 


