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RAIN DELAYS PLANTING

Tennessee experienced warm temperatures and intermittent rain or steady rain in some areas last week. Rain
kept the farmers away from planting due to the extremely wet conditions in parts of the state. Rainfall is helping
pastures to grow quickly. Corn development moved along with some fields already in the V6 growth stage.
Some wheat fields have flowered and are in the grain filling stage. Warm and humid weather has made wheat
producers eager to get sprayers in the fields. Pastures and hayfields have a good amount of biomass, but rain has
delayed cutting resulting in increasing maturity and decreasing quality. As of May 8, according to the TN
Drought Monitor, only a few eastern counties remain under DO abnormally dry and D1 moderate drought status.
Statewide, there were 3.4 days suitable for field work last week. Topsoil moisture was 4 percent short, 70
percent adequate, and 26 percent surplus. Subsoil moisture was 5 percent short, 76 percent adequate, and 19
percent surplus.
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This | Last Very .
Item Week | Week 2024 | Year | Iltem Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Avg.
Percent Percent

Corn — Planted 76 61 72 75 |Pasture 1 7 22 55 15
Corn — Emerged 51 30 43 47 |Cattle 1 3 22 61 13
Cotton — Planted 29 13 26 21 |Winter Wheat 3 6 24 49 18
Soybeans — Planted 44 35 45 33
Soybeans — Emerged 23 9 23 13
Winter Wheat — Jointing 95 92 -1 -1
Winter Wheat — Headed 88 73 88 88
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