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Small-Scale Mixed Vegetable Production Costs and Returns, 5 acres, 2015 
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 Total 

Cost/Value   

Per Acre 

GROSS INCOME

Sweet Corn 30,000 Ears $0.38 10,830.00$     2,166.00$    

Tomatoes 8,000 Lbs $2.20 16,720.00$     3,344.00$    

Peppers 4000 Lbs $1.40 5,320.00$       1,064.00$    

Winter Squash 1,200 Lbs $0.65 741.00$          148.20$       

Summer Squash 1,400 Each $0.55 731.50$          146.30$       

Hardneck Garlic 43,000 Each $0.80 32,680.00$     6,536.00$    

Onions 6,000 Each $0.85 4,845.00$       969.00$       

Okra 5,400 Lbs $3.56 18,262.80$     3,652.56$    

Beets 3,700 Lbs $2.40 8,436.00$       1,687.20$    

Potatoes 1,200 Lbs $1.25 1,425.00$       285.00$       

Leeks 2,300 Lbs $1.85 4,042.25$       808.45$       

Carrots 500 Lbs $2.50 1,187.50$       237.50$       

Leafy Greens 750 Lbs $11.00 7,837.50$       1,567.50$    

Pumpkins 1,000 Lbs $0.67 636.50$          127.30$       

Melons 270 Each $4.05 1,038.83$       207.77$       

TOTAL GROSS INCOME 114,733.88$    22,946.78$   

OPERATING COSTS 

Land Rental 5 Acres 1,000.00$     5,000.00$       1,000.00$    

Irrigation Water 1 Annual 2,000.00$     2,000.00$       400.00$       

Utilities 1 Annual 4,700.00$     4,700.00$       940.00$       

Farm Labor 3800 Hours 10.00$         38,000.00$     7,600.00$    

Packaging 1 Annual 600.00$       600.00$          120.00$       

Food Safety/Testing 1 Annual 1,042.00$     1,042.00$       208.40$       

Marketing 1 Annual 3,100.00$     3,100.00$       620.00$       

Herbicide 5 Acres 125.00$       625.00$          125.00$       

Fertilizer 5 Acres 500.00$       2,500.00$       500.00$       

Seeds 1 Annual 1,800.00$     1,800.00$       360.00$       

Plants 1 Annual 400.00$       400.00$          80.00$         

Insecticide 5 Acres 100.00$       500.00$          100.00$       

Drip Tape 5 Acres 1,000.00$     5,000.00$       1,000.00$    

Fuel & Lube 1 Annual 2,024.00$     2,024.00$       404.80$       

Maintenance 1 Annual 1,975.00$     1,975.00$       395.00$       

Miscellaneous 5 Acres 50.00$         250.00$          50.00$         

TOTAL OPERATING COSTS 69,516.00$     13,903.20$   

INCOME ABOVE OPERATING COSTS 45,217.88$     9,043.58$    

OWNERSHIP COSTS

CASH OVERHEAD COSTS

Liability/Crop Insurance 800.00$          160.00$       

Accounting & Legal 500.00$          100.00$       

Office & Travel 800.00$          160.00$       

Annual Investment Insurance 236.43$          47.29$         

NONCASH OVERHEAD COSTS (Capital Recovery)

Buildings, Improvements, & Equipment 1,689.29$       337.86$       

Machinery & Vehicles 4,680.00$       936.00$       

TOTAL OWNERSHIP COSTS 8,705.72$       1,741.14$    

TOTAL COSTS 78,221.72$     15,644.34$   

NET PROJECTED RETURNS 36,512.16$     7,302.43$    


