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Agricultural Summary 
 

Producers are beginning to take their livestock off the summer ranges.  Days suitable for work were 7.0 days.  Farmers are 
reporting better than average crop yields. 
 

Field Crops Summary 
 
 
Box Elder County reported signs of frost Monday night, but temperatures warmed for the rest of the week. Producers are 
continuing to harvest alfalfa and most will cut a fourth crop this year. Most producers have sprayed their alfalfa seed 
fields with a product that dries out the green so the seed can be harvested. Some producers are reporting good yields and 
others report that the seed set has been poor. All of the Roundup Ready alfalfa seed stands in Box Elder County will be 
removed this year. Corn Silage harvest is nearing completion in most areas of the county except for some late acreage that 
was planted after taking of first crop alfalfa. Most producers are reporting excellent yields this year for corn silage. Grain 
corn harvest on some fields will begin by the second week in October. Some corn will be cut as high moisture grain, then 
ground into a powder and packed in a silage pit. Safflower harvest is progressing on some fields that have dried down to 
the required moisture content. Producers are reporting good yields this year with the moisture that we received in May and 
June. Onion producers are harvesting their crop and are optimistic about yields and price. Cache County reports, growers 
continue to harvest alfalfa hay and corn silage. Farmers are virtually finished with wheat, barley and oat harvest. 
Safflower harvest will begin within the next 10 days. Growers have also been planting winter wheat for the 2010 season. 
Some canals have been drained for the season, while others are still carrying ample supplies of irrigation water. Emery 
County reports dry warm weather, this past week, has allowed producers to finish most harvesting of crops for the year. 
Some of the third crop hay is still being put up. Most fall seeded crops are planted and doing well.  Uintah County 
reports some frost occurred in low lying areas of the Uintah Basin on Sept 22. Hay and grain continues to be harvested 
while corn silage and some high moisture grain corn is being cut. Beaver County reports farmers are almost done with 
3rd crop alfalfa.  
 

Crop Progress 
for Week Ending September 27, 2009 

Item Current 
Week 

Previous 
Week 

Previous 
Year 

5 Year 
Average

 Percent Percent Percent Percent
Onions Harvested 
Winter Wheat Planted 
Corn Mature 
Alfalfa Third Cutting 
Apple Harvested 
Peach Harvested 
Pears Harvested 

61 
64 
58 
88 
36 
81 
75 

46 
44 
50 
83 
22 
61 
59 

60 
62 
53 
87 
39 
90 
79 

69 
57 
55 
95 
52 
95 
92 

Soil Moisture 
for Week Ending September 27, 2009 

Item Very 
Short Short Adequate Surplus 

 Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Topsoil 
Subsoil 
Irrigation water supplies 
Stock water supplies 

10 
8 
9 
9 

37 
38 
28 
25 

53 
54 
63 
66 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Utah Crop Progress & Conditions



  

  

Livestock Summary 
 

Box Elder reports, cattle producers are starting to bring their cattle off from summer ranges. Calves look good and will be 
processed and delivered to buyers in the next 30 to 60 days. Sheep producers are sorting and shipping lambs, and are 
reportedly in excellent condition. Cache County reports, beef producers are gathering their cows and calves for sales and 
delivery. Some have already been sold on contract while others will soon be weaned from their mothers. Producers have 
an ample supply of feeder quality hay in the valley, enticing some folks to purchase cattle as a means of utilizing their 
hay. Dairy producers are seeing minor improvements in the value of their product, but still struggle with negative cash 
flows. Livestock producers are seeing some evidence of pneumonia as a result of warm days and cool nights.  Emery 
County reports livestock grazing will be limited on federal lands this year.  Livestock are coming off of mountain ranges 
in good to excellent shape.   
 

Crop & Livestock Condition 
for Week Ending September 27, 2009 

Item Very 
Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent

 Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Range & Pasture 
Corn 
Sheep 
Cattle/calves 

4 
0 
0 
0 

10 
0 
1 
0 

36 
24 
8 

11 

44 
59 
78 
77 

6 
17 
13 
12 

Livestock Percent 
for Week Ending September 27, 2009 

Item Current 
Week 

Previous
Week 

Previous
Year 

5-Year 
Average

 Percent Percent Percent Percent
Cattle Moved from Summer Range 
Sheep/Lambs Moved from Summer 
Range 

29 
29 

17 
27 

28 
39 

39 
38 


