
  

NASS provides accurate, timely, and useful statistics in service to U.S. agriculture. We invite you to provide occasional feedback on our products and services. Sign up at 
http:/usda.mannlib.cornell.edu/subscriptions and look for "NASS Data User Community." 
 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20250-9410 or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). 

REGIONAL NEWS RELEASE 
United States Department of Agriculture 

NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS SERVICE 
MOUNTAIN REGIONAL FIELD OFFICE 

P.O. BOX 150969 · Lakewood, CO  80215-9966 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
August 2, 2019 

     Contact: Bill Meyer 
(800) 392-3202 

 

FARM PRODUCTION EXPENDITURES-2018 
UNITED STATES HIGHLIGHTS 

 

Farm production expenditures in the United States are estimated at $354.0 billion for 2018, down from $357.8 billion in 

2017. The 2018 total farm production expenditures are down 1.1 percent compared with 2017 total farm production 

expenditures. For the 17 line items, 7 showed an increase from previous year, while the rest showed a decrease. 

 

The four largest expenditures at the United States level total $178.1 billion and account for 50.3 percent of total expenditures 

in 2018. These include feed, 15.2 percent, farm services, 12.5 percent, livestock, poultry and related expenses, 13.1 percent, 

and labor, 9.6 percent. 

 

In 2018, the United States total farm expenditure average per farm is $175,169, down 0.4 percent from $175,935 in 2017. 

On average, United States farm operations spent $26,622 on feed, $22,911 on livestock, poultry and related expenses, 

$21,822 on farm services, and $16,775 on labor. For 2017, United States farms spent an average of $26,798 on feed, $21,193 

on farm services, $20,455 on livestock, poultry, and related expenses, and $17,702 on labor. 

 

Total fuel expense is $12.3 billion. Diesel, the largest sub component, is $8.1 billion, accounting for 65.9 percent. Diesel 

expenditures are up 8.0 percent from the previous year. Gasoline is $2.13 billion, down 3.2 percent. LP gas is $1.41 billion, 

up 0.7 percent. Other fuel is $660 million, down 17.5 percent. 

 

The United States economic sales class contributing most to the 2018 United States total expenditures is the $1,000,000 - 

$4,999,999 class, with expenses of $113.3 billion, 32.0 percent of the United States total, down 2.2 percent from the 2017 

level of $115.9 billion. The next highest is the $5,000,000 and Over class with $92.5 billion, up from $91.2 billion in 2017. 

 

In 2018, crop farms expenditures decreased to $181.9 billion, down 1.5 percent, while livestock farms expenditures 

decreased to $172.1 billion, down 0.6 percent. The largest expenditures for crop farms are rent at $24.1 billion (13.2 percent 

of total), labor at $24.5 billon (13.5 percent), and farm services at $24.8 billion (13.6 percent). Combined crop inputs 

(chemicals, fertilizers, and seeds) are $53.2 billion, accounting for 29.2 percent of crop farms total expenses. The largest 

expenditures for livestock farms are feed at $52.3 billion (30.4 percent of total), livestock, poultry and related expenses at 

$44.2 billion (25.7 percent), and farm services at $19.3 billion (11.2 percent). Together, these line items account for 67.3 

percent of livestock farms total expenses. The average total expenditure for a crop farm is $208,026 compared to $150,108 

per livestock farm. 

 

The Midwest region contributed the most to United States total expenditures with expenses of $104.7 billion (29.6 percent), 

down from $107.8 billion in 2017. Other regions, ranked by total expenditures, are the Plains at $91.7 billion (25.9 percent), 

West at $76.2 billion (21.5 percent), Atlantic at $45.0 billion (12.7 percent), and South at $36.3 billion (10.3 percent). The 

Midwest decreased $3.1 billion from 2017, which is the largest regional decrease. 

 

Combined total expenditures for the 15 estimate states is $232.8 billion in 2018 (65.8 percent of the United States total 

expenditures) and $236.0 billion in 2017 (65.9 percent). California contributed most to the 2018 United States total 

expenditures, with expenses of $36.8 billion, (10.4 percent). California expenditures are down 2.7 percent from the 2017 

estimate of $37.8 billion. Iowa, the next leading state, has $25.3 billion in expenses, (7.2 percent). Other states with more 

than $20 billion in total expenditures are Texas with $25.1 billion and Nebraska with $24.2 billion. 



  

  

 

For a full copy of the Farm Production Expenditures report please visit www.nass.usda.gov. For state specific questions 

please contact: 

 

 Arizona – Dave DeWalt   1-800-645-7286 

 Colorado – William R. Meyer  1-800-392-3202 

 Montana – Eric Sommer  1-800-835-2612 

 New Mexico – Longino Bustillos 1-800-530-8810 

 Utah – John Hilton   1-800-747-8522 

 Wyoming – Rhonda Brandt  1-800-892-1660

http://www.nass.usda.gov/

