
EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION 
CATTLE INVENTORY 

TOP 3 COUNTIES
JANUARY 1, 2013

County, State Head

Barren Co., Kentucky 93,000
Pulaski Co., Kentucky 64,000
Lincoln Co., Kentucky 60,000
Iredell Co., North Carolina 44,000
Randolph Co., North Carolina 40,500
Chatham Co., North Carolina 31,500
Greene Co., Tennessee 73,000
Lincoln Co., Tennessee 58,000
Bedford Co., Tennessee 51,000
Rockingham Co., Virginia 120,000
Augusta Co., Virginia 105,000
Washington Co., Virginia 68,000
Greenbrier Co., West Virginia 33,500
Monroe Co., West Virginia 26,000
Pendleton Co., West Virginia 24,500

EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION CATTLE INVENTORY BY CLASS – JANUARY 1

Livestock Class
Kentucky North Carolina Tennessee Virginia West Virginia

2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014 2013 2014

Thousand Head

All cattle and calves 2,240 2,090 820 810 1,830 1,760 1,610 1,530 410 380
Cows & Heifers that have calved 1,100 1,080 410 405 960 910 780 750 210 200
Beef Cows 1,028 1,012 364 360 912 864 686 657 200 191
Milk Cows 72 68 46 45 48 46 94 93 10 9
Steers 500 pounds and over 225 185 32 39 125 135 195 170 48 40
Bulls 500 pounds and over 75 70 33 30 65 60 40 40 14 14
Heifers 500 pounds and over 360 305 120 116 240 245 240 225 66 64
For Beef Cow replacement 150 145 72 72 145 130 124 115 36 35
For Milk Cow replacement 50 45 23 20 25 30 35 40 5 5
Other Heifers 160 115 25 24 70 85 81 70 25 24
Calves under 500 pounds 480 450 225 220 440 410 355 345 72 62

Livestock Class
Kentucky North Carolina Tennessee Virginia West Virginia

2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013

Calf Crop 980 970 370 360 880 830 670 640 195 185
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ALL CATTLE INVENTORY RANKING BY STATES – JANUARY 1, 2014
United States 87,730,000 Head

Rank State Thousand Head Rank State Thousand Head

1 Texas 10,900 26 Alabama                 1,240
2 Nebraska 6,150 27 Illinois                     1,130
3 Kansas 5,800 28 Michigan                 1,120
4 California                5,250 29 Washington            1,100
5 Oklahoma               4,300 30 Georgia                  1,000
6 Missouri                  3,800 31 Mississippi              930
7 Iowa                        3,700 32 Arizona                   920
8 South Dakota          3,650 33 Indiana                   870
9 Wisconsin               3,350 34 North Carolina        810
10 Montana                 2,550 35 Utah                        800
11 Colorado                 2,480 36 Louisiana                790
12 Minnesota               2,280 37 Nevada                   455
13 Idaho                      2,190 38 West Virginia          380
14 Kentucky                 2,090 39 South Carolina        360
15 North Dakota          1,770 40 Vermont                  260
16 Tennessee              1,760 41 Maryland                 182
17 Arkansas                1,660 42 Hawaii                    130
18 Florida                    1,620 43 Maine                     85
18 Pennsylvania          1,620 44 Connecticut            47
20 Virginia                   1,530 45 Massachusetts        39
21 New York                1,450 46 New Hampshire      32
22 New Mexico            1,290 47 New Jersey             29
23 Oregon                   1,280 48 Delaware                16
24 Wyoming                1,270 49 Alaska                    10
25 Ohio                        1,250 50 Rhode Island          5

U.S. CATTLE PRICES RECEIVED
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CATTLE OPERATIONS BY TYPE
2012 CENSUS OF AGRICULTURE

State
Cattle

Operations
Beef Cow 

Operations
Milk Cow 

Operations

Kentucky 40,141 33,823 1,564
North Carolina 19,548 16,059 571
Tennessee 38,826 33,556 979
Virginia 23,911 19,596 1,168
West Virginia 12,067 10,156 438

2012 CASH RECEIPTS
CATTLE & CALVES*

EASTERN MOUNTAIN REGION
State
Rank

State
State

Receipts

Thousand Dollars
24 Kentucky 656,711
33 North Carolina 334,132
18 Tennessee 783,360
30 Virginia 434,299
39 West Virginia 167,622

United States 67,949,759

*Estimates provided by USDA Economic Research Service 
  http://ers.usda.gov
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