
  

  

  
Agricultural News:   Days suitable for fieldwork were 6.2. Wind and sunny weather has helped dry out the 
fields from Hurricane Matthew; there were reports of damage to crops. Temperatures were cooler and 
precipitation was down this week, some locations had zero rain.  Farming activities included planting wheat 
and harvesting corn, apples, peanuts, and cotton.  
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SOIL MOISTURE for week ending 10/16/16 

 Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

 % % % % 

Topsoil 7 20 53 20 

Subsoil 6 20 62 12 

- Represents zero. 
 
 
 
 

 

CROP and LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS for week ending 10/16/16 

Crop/Livestock 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 % % % % % 

Cotton - 4 47 49 - 

Hay, Alfalfa 3 10 43 41 3 

Hay, Other 6 19 37 35 3 

Peanuts - 3 25 64 8 

Soybeans 1 18 31 39 11 

Pasture 6 25 37 29 3 

Livestock - 5 24 60 11 

- Represents zero. 
 

CROP PROGRESS for week ending 10/16/16 

Crop Stage 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
Last 
Year 

5-Yr 
Avg 

 % % % % 

 Apples harvested 86 84 94 - 

 Barley planted 41 27 47 61 

 Corn mature 95 93 96 98 

 Corn for grain harvested 79 71 80 81 

 Cotton bolls opening 98 78 98 96 

 Cotton harvested 8 - 14 15 

 Peanuts harvested 40 26 31 31 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Crop Progress and Condition 
 

In Cooperation with:  

U.S. Dept. of Commerce - NOAA  
Virginia Tech 
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USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office 

Herman Ellison, State Statistician 
P. O. Box 1659 
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(804) 771-2493  
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Weather Summary- For the week ending October 16, 2016 

 
* Normal based on 1971-2000 data. NA-Not available. Source: NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. Source: USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office.  
 

 
 
REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY – Comments are based on remarks made by extension agents, 
farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.  
 
 

WESTERN 
 

ROCKBRIDGE (Thomas A Stanley) 
This week was clear and mild. Temperatures dipped to as low as the mid-30's Tuesday morning, but there was 
no significant frost to report. Corn grain harvesting is progressing and pastures are in good shape, but could 
use some rain. 

 

 
 

     

Crop Stage 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
Last 
Year 

5-Yr 
Avg 

 % % % % 

 Soybeans dropping leaves 74 49 79 74 

 Soybeans harvested 7 - 18 12 

 Tobacco, Flue-cured harvested 88 81 94 91 

 Winter Wheat planted 20 11 21 25 

- Represents data not available.  
 
 

APPLES HARVESTED for week ending 10/16/16                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 CORN FOR GRAIN HARVESTED for week ending 10/16/16 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

City 

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 
Precipitation 

Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. 

Avg. 
Avg. dep. 

from 
normal * 

 
Mar. 1 to 
Oct. 15 

Mar. 1 to  
Oct. 15 
norm 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Sept. 1  

Sept. 1 
dep. from 
normal * 

Jan. 1 
to 

date 

Jan. 1 
 dep. from 
normal * 

Lynchburg 68 44 76 39 56 -2 4101 3721 0.00 5.11 -0.50 38.82 3.53 

Norfolk 68 55 76 52 61 -2 4721 4163 1.23 18.81 13.01 61.18 23.18 

Richmond 69 48 77 42 58 -2 4387 4033 0.53 15.36 9.57 48.78 12.92 

Roanoke 68 46 74 40 57 -1 4324 NA   0.00 9.05 3.64 42.82 8.01 

Wash/Dulles 69 41 75 36 55 -2 4097 NA   0.00 2.95 -2.51 30.94 -2.69 
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CENTRAL 
 
AMELIA (Laura Siegle) 
Wind and sunny weather have helped soggy areas dry up rather quickly after Matthew. Forages are growing 
steadily now. 
 
 

EASTERN 
 
ESSEX/KING AND QUEEN/KING WILLIAM (Keith Balderson) 
Farmers continued the corn harvest and few producers started harvesting soybeans. Cover crop planting and 
field preparation for small grain planting continued. Small grain acreage for grain will be down in response to 
low prices, but a few producers started planting during the week. Forage crops have responded nicely to 
recent rainfall and cooler temperatures. 
 
 

SOUTHWESTERN 
 
CARROLL (Steve Pottorff) 
First frost was Oct. 12. 
 
SMYTH (Andy Overbay) 
Very dry conditions and above normal temperatures have driven conditions of plant based operations (pasture, 
hay, vegetable production) downward. Conditions will not improve until significant moisture returns to the 
region. 
 
SCOTT (Scott Jerrell) 
Another dry week with little notable activity. 

 
 

SOUTHERN 
 
LUNENBURG (Lindy Tucker) 
The heavy rain the week before put us in good shape going through this week with hay and pastureland 
soaking up the water and greening up. Harvest is well underway and we are finishing up tobacco, milo, and 
corn. Some wheat and cover crops are going in though the bulk of those are yet to come. Soybeans are 
dropping leaves and we will hopefully start harvesting those soon. Looks like a warm, dry week ahead. 
 
 

SOUTHEASTERN 
 
CHESAPEAKE CITY (Watson Lawrence Jr.) 
Hurricane Matthew brought 10 to 12 inches of rain to Chesapeake. Damage assessment revealed that about 
1,200 acres of unharvested corn were damaged to some extent. 643 acres of soybean plants were totally 
underwater and thousands of acres were surface flooded. There was wind damage to crops and trees toppled 
into field edges. Some roads were closed due to flooding. Fields just starting to dry out with sunshine and 
breezy conditions by the weekend. Farmers anticipating planting a lot less wheat this fall. 
 
BRUNSWICK (Cynthia Gregg) 
Last week's recovery from the rain from Matthew went relatively smooth. Water receded fairly quickly, although 
puddles were left in fields. Some folks got back in some fields late in the week. A few more trees fell and were 
removed during the week. 
 
PRINCE GEORGE (Scott Reiter) 
Clear skies and drying weather had harvest at full speed this week. Peanut harvest made good progress this 
week though yields are well below the past several crop years. Cotton harvest started with reports of significant 
hard lock bolls leading to harvest losses. Early soybean harvest has revealed low yields and poor quality in the 
early maturity soybeans. Growers are also gearing up to seed wheat over the next couple of weeks. 
 
VIRGINIA BEACH CITY (Roy D. Flanagan) 
Strawberry farmers are beginning to get back out in the fields to finish up laying plastic and planting the last of 
the berry plants. Drying conditions over last week allowed some of the last field corn to be harvested, but with 
90% of it being down, progress is slow. The first soybeans have been harvested, but early maturing varieties 
are showing some damage. 


