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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY (continued) 
Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.

 
SOUTHEASTERN 

 
BRUNSWICK (Cynthia L. Gregg)  
Thunderstorms have been spotty the past week. The heat and 
humidity are becoming the normal state at this point. Some late 
first cutting of hay has been done, it is a bit mature and in 
some cases got rained on. Some crops are showing heat 
stress and irrigation equipment is being set up and used 
accordingly.  
 
PRINCE GEORGE (Scott Reiter)  
Barley harvest is about over for the small acreage in Prince 
George. Yields have been lower than anticipated due to fall 
and winter rains. Wheat harvest started by the end of the week 
with average yields in the 60-70 bushel range. Soybean 
planting continues with the last full season beans in the ground 
and double crop beans quickly following the combine. Some 
second cutting hay is being made with real nice quality. 
 
SOUTHAMPTON (John Rudy)  
Wheat is 90% harvested with yields average 40-50 bushels 
and low test weights. Corn is rolling on deep sandy soils. 
Cotton looks good with some deer damage and peanuts 
progressing well. Rains this weekend have helped and the 
general moisture is from isolated thunderstorms across the 
county. 
 
SUSSEX (Kelvin Wells)  
Scattered showers fell over most of the area during the 
weekend. All crops are growing good with heat and much 
needed moisture. Wheat harvest is in full swing and yields are 
reported fair to good. Soybean planting continues along with 
herbicide applications in soybean and cotton. 
 
 

 
 
National  
Agricultural 
Statistics  
Service 
 

USDA/NASS/Virginia Field Office 
P. O. Box 1659 
Richmond, VA 23218-1659 
Phone (804) 771-2493 
http://www.nass.usda.gov/va 

 
Address Service Requested 

 
 
 
 
CHESAPEAKE CITY (Watson Lawrence ) 
Occasional showers are keeping soil conditions in good shape 
for tillage and germinating soybean seed. No wheat harvested 
this week, but should begin in earnest next week. Some early 
season vegetables coming to local markets. No major pest 
problems to report. 
 

SOUTHERN 
 
PITTSYLVANIA (Stephen Barts, Jamie Stowe)  
Some producers still struggling to finish the first hay harvest 
while others are preparing for a second cutting. Pastures 
already looking quite sparse. Tobacco producers are laying 
tobacco by and spraying for budworms. Wheat harvest is 
beginning and will be in full swing over the next week. 
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WEATHER CONDITIONS AND CROP SUMMARY FOR WEEK ENDING JUNE 13, 2010 
 

The heat and humidity are becoming the norm across the state with hit and miss precipitation.   The scattered 
showers throughout the state have improved the condition of most gardens, meadows, pastures, and row crop fields. 
Fields in areas not receiving rain are starting to show stress from the hot and dry conditions. Days suitable for fieldwork 
are 5.8. Hay cutting is in full progress, while tobacco planting is finishing.  Vegetables are growing at a fast rate with 
squash, cucumbers, and sweet corn slightly ahead of the pack.  White potatoes, wheat, onions, and tomatoes are ready 
for harvest. 

 
 

TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT 
Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 
May 16, 2010 5 41 50 4 
May 23, 2010 1 18 75 6 
May 30, 2010 2 16 75 7 
June 6, 2010 2 15 75 8 
June 13, 2010 2 27 66 5 
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CROP CONDITION PERCENT 
Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent
Pasture 1 9 30 53 7 

Livestock 1 4 22 56 17 

Hay, Other 3 14 35 38 10 

Hay, Alfalfa 0 3 18 59 20 

Corn  1 3 17 65 14 

Winter Wheat 1 3 35 58 3 

Barley 1 2 35 58 4 

Tobacco, Flue-cured 0 2 39 37 22 

Tobacco, Burley 1 0 8 86 5 

Tobacco, Dark Fire-cured 0 0 19 79 2 

Peanuts 0 0 8 92 0 

Cotton 0 0 10 69 21 

Potatoes, Summer 0 0 25 75 0 

Apples, All 11 6 42 36 5 

Peaches 0 0 33 63 4 

Grapes 0 0 32 35 33 

Oats 0 6 40 54 0 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT – WITH COMPARISONS 
Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year Avg.
Corn Silked 2 N/A N/A N/A 

Soybeans Planted 70 58 54 56 

Soybeans Emerged 57 42 44 44 

Winter Wheat Harvested 20 3 4 10 

Barley Harvested 49 29 18 30 

Burley Tobacco Transplanted 96 86 86 93 

Peanuts Planted 100 95 100 99 

Cotton Planted 100 99 100 100 

Cotton Squaring 1 0 0 3 
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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY 

Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.
 

WESTERN 
 
AUGUSTA (Tom Stanley)  
The first cutting of hay was the most widespread field activity 
this week. Weather was largely favorable with only a few 
scattered storms to interrupt the hay harvest. 
 
ROCKBRIDGE (Jon Repair)  
Hay making is in full gear. The rains have been hit or miss. The 
rains have been only enough to slow down hay making, not 
enough to do any good throughout most of the county. Hay 
crop is 50% or less of normal yields. Northern Rockbridge has 
received more beneficial rain. Southern part of the county is 
very dry. Pastures and grass hay regrowth is nonexistent in the 
southern part. Corn and soybeans across the county could use 
substantial rain at this point. Water sources for livestock 
continue at this point to be sufficient. 
 

CENTRAL 
 
AMELIA (Joan D Poore)  
The above average temperatures last week are taking the 
moisture fast. 
 
APPOMATTOX (Bruce Jones)  
Wheat harvest continues at a fast pace. Tobacco planting will 
finish this week if soil conditions allow. Hay harvest continues. 
 
 
CAROLINE (McGann Saphir)  
Moisture levels are becoming critically low. Many areas of the 
county have had no appreciable rain in almost a month. Corn 
is showing extreme stress and soybeans growth has slowed to 
a standstill. Farmers are into the last half of the barley harvest 
and are preparing to harvest wheat, probably starting some 
areas this week. Barley yields have been moderate to very 
good. In areas that received good, but not excessive rains 
yields well over 100 bushels have been documented. Small 
fruit producers are harvesting blueberries, and vegetable 
producers are harvesting early tomatoes. New white potatoes 
and onions are ready for harvest. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
CHESTERFIELD (Joan D Poore)  
Areas of Chesterfield received as much as 5.5 inches of rain 
within 3 to 4 days. Some farmers could not apply the second 
application of nitrogen to their corn and with the heavy rains in 
these areas the corn is deficient of nutrients. Soybean planting 
is delayed due to the rains. With the warmer days and no rain 
forecast planting should resume. 
 
HANOVER (Jim Tate)  
We are getting dry weather again in western Hanover. 
Scattered storms hitting adjacent counties but missing us. We 
did have a tenth of rain on Sunday but then the sun came back 
out and converted the oven to a sauna.  
 

EASTERN 
 
MIDDLESEX (David Moore)  
Good rain towards the end of the week. Corn looks great as do 
early beans. Small grains have been disappointing for the most 
part. Test weight and quality have been good but yields have 
not. Folks are planting beans, harvesting wheat, and making 
post herbicide applications on soybeans. Sweet corn is 
tasselling. Vegetables are growing well. Squash and 
cucumbers are coming in and tomatoes are hanging on the 
vine. Sweet corn should be coming in late next week in some 
fields. 
 

SOUTHWESTERN 
 
MONTGOMERY (Barry Robinson)  
Localized showers have been helpful but most of the county is 
in need of rain. Showers have prevented a few producers from 
finishing corn planting and hay harvesting. More winter related 
problems are becoming evident in ornamental crops. 
 
SCOTT (Scott Jerrell)  
Vegetable crops are coming along well. Scattered showers 
throughout the county have improved the condition of most 
gardens, meadows, and pastures. Looked at tobacco that had 
been severely damaged in a storm with hail. Cattle and sheep 
prices continue to stay up, which gives a better mood on this 
year’s outcome. 
 

VIRGINIA WEEKLY WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING JUNE 13,  2010

City 

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 
Precipitation 

Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. dep. 
from 

normal * 

 
Mar. 1 to 
June 12 

 
Mar. 1 to 
June 12 
normal 

Last 
Week 

Since 
June 

1 

June 1  
dep. from 
normal * 

Jan. 1 
to 

date 

Jan. 1 
 dep. from 
normal * 

Lynchburg 84 60 92 54 72    3  1354  1122 0.42 1.03    -0.42 20.75    1.18 
Norfolk 85 67 95 60 76    4  1523  1214 0.34 0.51       -0.90  20.15     0.20 
Richmond 89 64 96 60 77    6 1574 1246 0.16 0.33 -1.10 17.13   -2.11 
Roanoke 86 63 91 56 74   4  1422 NA 0.19 0.31 -1.16 17.65   -1.74 
Wash/Dulles 82 60 91 50 71  2     1364 NA 0.06  0.14  -1.61 16.76   -1.86 
* Normal based on 1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov.  Source:  USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office. 
 


