
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WEATHER CONDITIONS AND CROP SUMMARY FOR WEEK ENDING AUGUST 21, 2011 

 
Scattered rains throughout Virginia promoted good crop growth in many areas; however, more rain is needed. 

Days suitable for fieldwork were 6.1. Soybeans are looking very good as a result of the much needed rains they received 
this past week. In some areas corn earworms in soybeans are being treated. Growers are busy cutting hay and preparing 
for corn harvest. Growers continued to harvest corn for silage. Flue- tobacco harvest is in full swing. Cotton and peanuts 
are being monitored and treated with insect and fungicide sprays. Pumpkins continue to grow well. Strawberry farmers are 
preparing their fields for planting in mid to late September. Vegetable growers are harvesting the last of the melon crop, 
tomatoes, eggplant, peppers, and other vegetables.  
 

TOPSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT 
Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 
July 24, 2011 10 43 45 2 
July 31, 2011 18 36 43 3 
August 7, 2011 20 38 41 1 
August 14, 2011 18 35 45 2 
August 21, 2011  17 31 50 2 

 
SUBSOIL MOISTURE PERCENT 

Week Ending Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 
July 24, 2011 11 38 50 1 
July 31, 2011 14 39 46 1 
August 7, 2011 16 43 40 1 
August 14, 2011 18 42 40 0 
August 21, 2011 18 36 45 1 
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CROP CONDITION PERCENT 

Crop Very Poor Poor Fair Good Excellent 
Pasture 10 20 33 35 2 

Livestock 2 7 23 56 12 

Hay, Other 9 15 31 42 3 

Hay, Alfalfa 5 10 25 54 6 

Corn 5 10 24 48 13 

Soybeans 1 4 23 54 18 

Tobacco, Flue-cured 0 1 36 38 25 

Tobacco, Burley 0 2 20 70 8 

Tobacco, Dark Fire-cured 0 1 80 16 3 

Peanuts 0 0 3 57 40 

Cotton 0 0 1 58 41 

Apples, All 0 0 70 25 5 

Peaches 0 6 18 70 6 

Grapes 0 0 14 68 18 

 
 
 

 

CROP PROGRESS PERCENT – WITH COMPARISONS 
Crop This Week Last Week Last Year 5 Year Avg. 
Corn Dough 87 80 88 83 

Corn Dent 69 55 68 61 

Corn Mature 32 17 42 28 

Corn Silage Harvested 51 27 60 38 

Soybeans Blooming 87 70 89 88 

Soybeans Setting Pods 56 43 52 62 

Flue-cured Tobacco Harvested 22 20 26 31 

Burley Tobacco Harvested 15 10 16 9 

Dark Fire-cured Tobacco Harvested 60 30 34 21 

Peanuts Pegged 88 85 88 97 

Cotton Setting Bolls 91 75 89 96 

Cotton Bolls Opening 9 2 4 16 

Summer Apples Harvested 60 55 81 79 

Peaches Harvested 73 68 74 81 
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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY 
Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.

 
NORTHERN 

 
FREDERICK (Jeanette R. Smith) 
We have had some showers, but we are still in drought 
mode. Pastures are in bad shape. Producers are feeding 
and silage is being chopped. 

 
WESTERN 

 
ROANOKE (Sheri Dorn)  
Seasonal temperatures were much cooler than recent 
weeks. The rain has been spotty and not consistent 
through the county. Some fields are green while others 
are brown.  
 
ROCKBRIDGE (Tom Stanley)  
Scattered thunderstorms helped maintain soil moisture 
levels for some in Rockbridge this week while seasonally 
warm temperatures depleted topsoil moisture for others. 
Corn silage harvest progressed rapidly this week. Some 
second cutting hay is being harvested. 
 

CENTRAL 
 

AMELIA (Joan D Poore) 
There were scattered showers Sunday, August 21 over 
parts of the area. Temperatures are down to average for 
the area. Corn harvest for silage continues. Unofficially 
producers are pleased with the tonnage and quality of 
feed. While soybeans have pods, not sure yet how much 
the pods are filling out.  
 
APPOMATTOX (Bruce Jones)  
Conditions are very dry. Silage harvest is well underway. 
Rain has been very variable within short distances and 
recent storms have caused much damage.  
 
CAROLINE (McGann Saphir) 
Strawberry farmers are preparing fields and transplants 
for planting in mid- to late September. Vegetable farmers 
are harvesting the last of the melon crop and continuing 
to harvest tomatoes, eggplant, peppers and other 
summer vegetables. Pumpkins are flowering and setting  

 
Central continued 
 
fruit and are growing well. Corn crop is made and is 
drying down, awaiting harvest. Much silage has already 
been harvested. Soybean crop has gotten another much 
needed shot of rain and is looking very good. Plants are 
flowering and setting pods.  
 
HANOVER (Jim Tate) 
The good season continues. Scattered showers with 
some being more scattered than others. My western 
Hanover home had .5 inches of rain on the afternoon of 
8/21. Central Hanover appears to have gotten some as 
well. Silage making has pretty much been wrapped up. 
Small numbers of operations in the county are making 
silage anyway and most are finished. May be some 
scattered topping off of silos. Corn crop is done. Most 
still think yields will be on the good side. No long faces 
when corn is discussed. I don't know when we have had 
a year where double crop beans looked as good as they 
do this year. Some early beans are tall and luxurious 
and seem to be loaded with pods. Still hot and sticky. 
Uncomfortable for humans and livestock. Big black 
horseflies are torturous this year.  
 

EASTERN 
 
ESSEX (Keith Balderson) 
Corn earworm pressure in soybeans continued to pick 
up during the week and many farmers treated fields. A 
few producers began harvesting corn with good to very 
good yields reported. Farmers also attended field days in 
the area.  
 
MIDDLESEX (David Moore) 
Scouting for worms in beans and field days are the 
activities for the week. Some hot pockets of worms and 
treatment have been necessary. Corn harvest has 
begun for a few. Moisture is down some. Yields are 
average to above. There was some scattered showers at 
week's end.  
 

VIRGINIA WEEKLY WEATHER SUMMARY FOR THE WEEK ENDING AUGUST 21,  2011 

City 

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 1/ 
Precipitation 

Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. Avg. 

Avg. dep. 
from 

normal * 

 
Mar. 1 to 
Aug. 20 

 
Mar. 1 to 
Aug. 20 
normal 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Jun. 1 

Jun. 1  
dep. from 
normal * 

Jan. 1 
to 

date 

Jan. 1 
 dep. from 
normal * 

Lynchburg 88 62 91 58 75 1 3021 2742 0.00   6.89 -3.54 21.68 -6.84 
Norfolk 86 71 88 70 79 2 3527 3017 0.10 17.78 5.69 29.78 -0.92 
Richmond 88 67 91 65 77 1 3389 2974 0.80 8.00 -2.95 23.82 -4.87 
Roanoke 88 64 91 62 76 1 3168 NA 0.62 8.43 -1.60 24.80 -3.38 
Wash/Dulles 88 65 92 59 77 2 3046 NA 0.77   5.84 -4.05 23.48 -3.20 
* Normal based on 1971-2000 data.  Source:  NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov.  Source:  USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office. 
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REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY (continued) 
Comments are based on comments reported by extension agents, farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.

 
SOUTHEASTERN 

 
BRUNSWICK (Cynthia L. Gregg) 
Tobacco harvest of flue is in well underway. Some corn 
silage will begin harvest early next week. Many fresh 
vegetables have been going to roadside stands as well 
as local farmers markets for sell. Some pastures and 
hay fields are in need of rain. Crops appear to look pretty 
good, but harvests are beginning to show a reduction in 
quality and yield in some crops; such as hay and silage, 
other crops will continue to be monitored.  
 
SOUTHAMPTON (John Rudy) 
Soil moisture content is very good with the rains that we 
have been getting each week. Crops looking good. 
Pastures are improving. Scouting for pests and insects 
continues.  
 
SURRY (Glenn Slade) 
Scattered showers are keeping crops growing. Cotton, 
peanuts, and soybeans are being scouted; some insect 
and fungicide sprays are going out. Equipment is getting 
serviced for harvest season.  
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SUSSEX (Kelvin Wells) 
The potential is there for a great fall harvest if mother 
nature cooperates. All crops are looking good at this 
point. Growers are scouting late planted soybeans and 
applying insecticides for spotted corn-earworm pressure. 
Others are getting ready for corn harvest in a few weeks  
 
CHESAPEAKE CITY (Watson Lawrence) 
Spraying for worm pests in soybeans was main activity 
this week. Farmers are busy cutting hay before corn 
harvest begins. Corn is drying down rapidly. 
Temperatures and soil moisture are good this week. 
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