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FEBRUARY CROP WEATHER REVIEW 
 

Moisture levels were lacking at the beginning of the month, but there was a trend of precipitation seen 
statewide during the second half of the month.  The current dryland wheat crop looked in good 

condition.  Despite rain during the second half of February, many eastern counties will need more 
precipitation for successful seeding of dryland wheat crop.   Lincoln County was over 5 inches of 
moisture behind average rainfall from September 1 to date.  The counties in the northeast corner of the 
state were concerned about moisture levels due to frost on the ground not allowing recent 

precipitation to soak through.  Cattle were still on feed, and calving season was underway.  Many 
farmers were looking for alfalfa, which was scarce in Kittitas County.  In Franklin County, there was some ground just 
north of Pasco worked up for early potatoes during the last week of the month.  Cut flower peony growers reported new 
growth emerging marking the beginning of another growing season in Grays Harbor County.  Shellfish growers were busy 
with oyster and clam harvest operations in Pacific County.  Heavy rains after mid-month caused some normal flooding in 
Snohomish County.  Raspberry growers continued to prune and tie the remaining fields in Whatcom County.   
  

 
 
 

Bees & Honey:  Number of Colonies, Production, Stocks, Price & Value, 2011-2112 1/ 
State & 

Year 
Honey Producing 

Colonies 2/ 
Yield Per 
Colony 

Production 
Stocks 

December 15 3/ 
Average Price 
Per Pound 4/ 

Value of 
Production 5/ 

 1,000 Pounds 1,000 Pounds Cents 1,000 Dollars 
California       
     2011 370 48 17,760 3,730 165 29,304 
     2012 340 35 11,900 3,213 193 22,967 
Idaho       
     2011 87 36 3,132 1,879 178 5,575 
     2012 96 32 3,072 553 161 4,946 
Oregon       
     2011 60 34 2,040 755 168 3,427 
     2012 62 32 1,984 873 211 4,186 
Washington       
     2011 71 38 2,698 836 193 5,207 
     2012 64 41 2,624 1,050 235 6,166 

U.S. Total 6/  
     2011 2,491 59.6 148,357 36,761 176.5 261,850 
     2012 2,624 56.1 147,092 32,922 195.129,304 286,976 

1/     Producers with 5 or more colonies. Colonies which produced honey in more than one State were counted in each State. 
2/   Honey producing colonies are the maximum number of colonies from which honey was taken during the year. It is possible to take honey from 
colonies which did not survive the entire year. 

3/    Stocks held by producers. 
4/    Average price per pound based on expended sales. 
5/    Value of production is equal to production multiplied by average price per pound. 
6/    Due to rounding , total colonies multiplied by total yield may not exactly equal production. 
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PRICES 
AVERAGE PRICES RECEIVED BY FARMS FOR FARM PRODUCTS (Dollars/Unit) 

Commodity Unit 
Entire Month Preliminary 

Feb. 2013 

Entire Month Preliminary 
Feb. 2013 

U.S. Parity 
Price Feb. 2012 Jan. 2013 Feb. 2012 Jan. 2013 

  Washington United States 

Wheat, All Bu. 6.65 8.30 8.38 7.10 8.12 7.75 18.60

Wheat, Winter Bu. 6.42 8.20 8.24 6.68 8.01 7.69 -

Wheat, Durum Bu. - - - 8.98 8.24 7.87 -

Wheat, Spring Bu. 7.68 8.69 8.82 8.01 8.33 7.85 -

Barley Bu. 4.23 5.60 5.67 5.41 6.41 6.18 13.00

Corn for Grain Bu. - - - 6.28 6.96 6.89 12.70

Oats Bu. - - - 3.47 4.05 3.80 7.74

Lentils Cwt. - - - 23.60 21.00 19.40 -

Chickpeas, All Cwt. - - - 41.90 38.90 38.50 -

Dry Edible Beans Cwt. - - - 46.70 37.20 35.00 88.00

Dry Edible Peas Cwt. - - - 15.30 16.00 16.70 -

Potatoes, All 1/ Cwt. 8.60 7.55 7.55 9.31 7.87 7.84 24.00

Potatoes, Processing  Cwt. 7.85 7.50 7.45 8.27 8.76 (D) -

Hay, All (baled)  Tons 233.00 225.00 227.00 177.00 191.00 194.00 -

  Alfalfa (baled)  Tons 250.00 225.00 230.00 194.00 217.00 218.00 -

  Other Hay (baled) Tons 210.00 225.00 220.00 142.00 144.00 148.00 -

Hops Lbs. - - - - - - 8.85

Apples, Fresh 2/ Lbs. 0.355 0.438 0.429 0.306 0.442 0.435 0.935

Cattle, All Beef Cwt. - - - 127.00 126.00 124.00 292.00

Steers & Heifers Cwt. - - - 131.00 130.00 128.00 -

Calves Cwt. - - - 184.00 168.00 168.00 400.00

Milk Cows 3/ Head - 1,300.00 - (NA) 1,370.00 (NA) -

Broilers, Live 4/ Lbs. - - - 0.530 0.610 0.610 -

Eggs, Market 5/ Doz. - - - 0.669 0.863 0.776 2.60

Milk, All Wholesale 6/ 7/ Cwt. 18.00 20.50 19.90 17.70 19.90 19.40 51.10

Hogs, All Cwt. - - - 65.50 63.80 65.90 160.00
 (D)   Withheld to avoid disclosing data for individual operations.  
(NA) Not available. 
1/ Average price of potatoes sold for all uses, including table stock, processing, seed, and livestock feed.   
2/ Equivalent packinghouse door returns for apples for CA, MI, NY, and WA.  Prices as sold for other states.  
3/ Animals sold for dairy herd replacement only.  Prices available for January, April, July, and October.   
4/ Liveweight  equivalent price.   
5/ Mid-month price. Also referred to as table eggs.   
6/ Before deductions for hauling.  Includes quality, quantity, and other premiums.  Excludes hauling subsidies. 
7/    February 2013 Washington fat test percent: all milk 3.97.   
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Average Number of Layers & Egg Production, by Month, 2008-2012 
WASHINGTON AVERAGE NUMBER OF ALL LAYERS WASHINGTON EGG PRODUCTION 

Month 1/ 2008 2009 2010 2011 2/ 2012 2008 2009 2010 2011 2/ 2012 

 1,000 Birds Million Eggs 

December 5,560 5,932 6,173 6,493 6,828 123 143 149 157 166 

January 5,516 6,047 6,374 6,431 6,888 122 145 147 158 164 

February 5,424 6,129 6,500 6,459 6,982 120 129 132 143 154 

March 5,563 6,122 6,459 6,554 6,856 131 145 154 164 171 

April 5,605 6,165 6,387 6,652 6,722 129 141 148 162 156 

May 5,564 6,286 6,307 6,743 6,835 133 148 145 166 149 

June 5,484 5,983 6,377 6,745 6,816 125 141 144 157 151 

July 5,425 5,867 6,381 6,664 6,716 125 139 151 163 159 

August 5,497 6,116 6,199 6,803 6,726 126 141 150 163 157 

September 5,641 6,172 6,289 6,894 6,867 128 138 143 159 154 

October 5,852 6,226 6,455 6,898 6,902 137 148 139 170 163 

November 5,875 6,238 6,480 6,848 6,784 134 147 137 162 161 

Annual Avg 5,584 6,107 6,365 6,682 6,827 - - - - - 

State Total - - - - - 1,533 1,705 1,739 1,924 1,905 

  1/   Annual estimates cover the period December 1 previous year, to November 30.    
  -     Not applicable.   
 

 
  

 
POULTRY:  LAYER & EGG PRODUCTION, JANUARY 2012-2013 

State 
All 

Layers 1/ 
Eggs Per 100 

For All Layers 1/ 
Total Eggs 
Produced 

February 1 

% Being Molted 
% With Molt 

Completed 

2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 2012 2013 
 Thousand Number Millions Percent 

California 19,601 19,349 2,316 2,326 454 450 7.0 3.0 26.5 27.5

Oregon 2,313 2,343 2,594 2,518 60 59 11.0 7.0 31.5 24.0

Washington 6,888 6,579 2,.381 2,402 164 159 12.0 4.5 27.0 27.0

United States 338,802 343,732 2,320 2,326 7,859 7,994 4.9 3.6 18.9 18.9
1/    Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size.   
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TROUT: VALUE of FISH SOLD AND DISTRIBUTED, 2011-2012 

State 
Fish Sold Distributed Trout 

2011 1/ 2012 2011 1/ 2012 

 1,000 Dollars 

Idaho 34,895 38,242 5,595 5,371

Oregon 1,060 956 3,815 3,778

Washington 2,696 2,445 9,693 9,590

U. S. Total  2/ 71,443 76,608 104,288 100,453

1/    Revised.    
2/   Excludes value of eggs.        
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