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CHAPTER 1

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FRUIT INDUSTRY

Fruit was a fairly important part of
pioneer subsistence agriculture in the
State of Washington. Fruit trees were
brought in by the early settlers just as
they brought in their work stock, their
milk cows, and their chickens. Of neces-
sity each family had to be as nearly self-
sufficient as possible,. Whatever was
needed during the winter months had to
be raised on the farm. Especially was
this true of the early settlements in the
Pacific Coast states which were separated
from other agricultural areas in the coun-
try by thousands of miles of plains,
mountains, and deserts.

Washington proved to be an almost
ideal area for many fruits. Pioneers
who moved into the region west of the
Cascade Mountains found a long growing
season and a mild winter. Those who
moved into the southeastern portion of
the state near Walla Walla found winters
somewhat more severe than west of the
mountains; but summers were warm,
with a high percentage of sunshine, while
nights were relatively cool.

Because of the physical advantages for
fruit growing, expansion was rapid. The
number of farms in the state almost
doubled between 1890 and 1900—rising
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Figure 1. Apples accounted for almost 70
percent of the tal value of all tree fruit
crops in Washington during the years 1941-50,
The order of the other tree fruits is not the
same as the order in production because some
fruits have a higher value per ton than others.
Pears are in value; but cherries were
third; peaches, fourth; apricots, fifth; and
prunes, sixth.

from 18,056 to 33,202. At the same time,
the number of fruit trees of bearing age
(apples, apricots, cherries, peaches, pears,
plums, and prunes) rose from 534,344 to
4,805,547,

Handicaps to Expansion

There were some handicaps, however,
which restricted expansion until about
the time of World War 1. One of the
foremost was transportation. Fruit had
to be moved to market rapidly, and the
markets were mainly in the East and
Midwest where the large centers of pop-
ulation were located. Many communi-
ties did not have railroad service until
about 1900. Even after the railroads
came, they were not completely satis-
factory. Trains were slow by modern
standards, and fruit did not always reach
the market in a condition that made it
attractive to the buyers.

Irrigation was an important factor.
Temperatures and soil were ideal in
many parts of the state east of the moun-
tains, but lack of rainfall made full-scale
fruit raising impossible. Development
was restricted to small areas which could
be irrigated by individuals or small
groups. It was not until large irrigation
projects brought water to thousands of
acres that fruit production really became
important in the State of Washington.

With the beginning of irrigation came

“a third important factor—the experience

necessary to produce quality fruit on an
irrigated ranch, Many early growers had
little or no experience with irrigated
agriculture. Indeed, for many growers,
fruit raising itself was new. As a result,
some orchards were planted in undesir-
able locations. Some varieties of fruit
were planted that were not well adapted
to growing conditions and to transporting
long distances. Washington fruit growers
also found it desirable to market a qual-

ity product. Experience and education
worked hand in hand for improvement
in picking, packing, shipping, and
marketing.

Expansion Begins, 1900-1910

Between 1900 and 1910 came the first
big expansion in Central Washington.
Western and southeastern areas declined
in importance so that tree numbers for
the state as a whole were not greatly
different in 1910 than in 1900. Accord-
ing to the United States Census for 1910,
there were 4,937,000 fruit trees of bearing
age in the state. This was a small gain
over 1900, considering the fact that the
number of farms increased from 33,202
to 56,192,

The great increase came between 1910
and 1920. Fruit trees of bearing age
reached 10,732,044 in 1920—the largest
number reported by any census through
1950. In part, this great expansion was
caused by the high prices resulting from
World War I; but the annual production
records for apples, peaches, and pears
show that many of the trees came into
bearing about 1915 prior to the period of
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Figure 2. Ap‘ples are the most important
tree fruit ecrop in the State of Wash n.
Over the 10 years 1941-50, apples accounted for
slightly over 70 percent of the tonnage of all
tree fruits produced in the state. Pears
ranked second in tonnage, and aches were
;.hlrd.d Cherries, prunes, and apricots followed
n order.
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highest prices. Whatever the reason or
reasons, there was a gain of almost
6,000,000 trees in the years 1910-1920.

Numbers Decline After 1920

After 1920 there was a constant de-
cline in the number of fruit trees of
bearing age. Numbers dropped from
10,732,000 in 1920, which was the census
high point, to 9,136,000 in 1930. A wvery
great decline came during the depres-
sion years, tree numbers dropping to
7,274,000 by 1940. Ewven in the 10-year
period including World War II, fruit
trees continued to be removed more
rapidly than young trees came to bear-

ing age. In 1950 the Census reported
6,241,000 trees of bearing age—a decline
of 42 percent from the 1920 peak.

Despite the decrease in bearing surface
after 1920, production continued high
with considerable year-to-year variation.
Some of this was due to new varieties
coming to maturity as earlier plantings
were replaced. Some was due to im-
provements in production practices—es-
pecially fertilization and the use of new
sprays for insects and disease. Produc-
tion was at its peak in 1946 when, along
with a large apple crop, there was a rec-
ord tonnage of pears harvested. Produc-
tion was second highest in 1947.

Apples Leading Tree Fruit

Apples have always been the most im-
portant tree fruit produced in the State
of Washington. Even in 1890 almost 60
percent of all the trees of bearing age
were apples. This dropped to 57 per-
cent of the total in 1900 as a large num-
ber of soft fruit trees reached bearing
age. Apple trees comprised about 61
percent in 1910, and in 1920 accounted for
three-quarters of all the bearing trees in
the state. With the second great period
of expansion in soft fruits, the percentage
of apple trees dropped to 57 percent
(1930), to 47 percent (1940), and then to
43 percent in 1950.

Table 1.—Apples: Trees of Bearing Age and Production, Washington, 1890-1950
(Data From United States Census)

NUMBER OF TREES OF BEARING AGE

PRODUCTION (BUSHELS)@

|
| |
COUNTY : 1800 1000 1910 | 1920 1930 1940 1950 1889 | 1899 ‘ 1909 1918 [ 1929 1039 1949
i | f
2,676 | 16,208 | 19,088 | 15,605 7,571 7,352 5,518 | 4,246 6,186 | 17,856 26,204 12,388 186,006 60,563
26,918 | 125,478 | 104,374 | 100,794 | 55,305 | 42,751 | 92,802 258 | 18,585 | 67,600 163,627 60,209 75,807 20,697
18,618 | 63,642 | 45,628 @ 87,144 | 20,300 | 13,120 | 10,042 | 10,270 7,082 | 58,556 0,586 26,887 26,191 8,201
Grays Harbor@®.. 4,161 36,611 22,008 20,264 12,484 13,125 8,605 3,062 48,352 | 18,407 79,875 24,060 36,635 | 7,928
Island. . covvvnaes 11,426 85,662 28,511 | 15,834 8,638 7,082 5,028 19,834 | 16,215 | 18,584 20,5666 | 7,617 5,658 | 4,173
Jefferson. 085 | 18,484 | 10,873 6,871 6,741 5,613 3,060 2,863 6,235 | 14,271 7,678 | 5,506 9,579 | 2,084
King..... 13,566 | 146,817 | 114,83 | 118,115 | 60,796 | =23s.636 | 95,623 | 10,274 | 50,124 | 153,971 205,563 | 81,657 49,607 22,630
Kitsap. . 2,457 011 | 40,706 | 45,876 | 22,604 | 18,753 | 10,612 2,152 4,077 | 45,009 63,079 | 26,844 24,126 9,790
Lewis... 14,567 | 112,483 | 76,129 | 79,815 | 50,796 | 83,730 | 93,465 6,560 | 15,047 | 171,560 112,518 64,301 87,217 16,266
Mason. . 8,620 | 22,828 | 23,505 | 16,522 | 11,762 5,878 4,323 3,662 3,846 | 22,047 19,145 11,440 9,703 4,586
Pacific.... 4,004 | 13,687 8,258 8,882 7,465 6,284 8,534 5,007 2,258 6,560 13,850 | 12,887 21,074 2,706
Pierce..... 7,432 | 110,147 | 115,087 | 100,404 | 63,070 | 39,220 | 19,348 9,065 | 927,338 | 104,949 172,866 76,747 | 75,773 | 25,962
8an Juan. 12,722 | 72,408 | 76,781 | 49,874 | 21,547 | 10,763 5,069 9,074 | 36,847 | 74,104 37,913 | 20,451 | 10,973 9,177
Bkagit.... vyl 10,240 52,857 47,028 30,718 24,356 L858 8, 14,011 80,801 85,256 61,478 ' 27,637 26,215 11,856
Skamania........ 2,015 | 17,562 9,162 | 26,880 | 923,782 | 17,010 | 10,498 (448 1,120 4,990 51,409 | 48,456 | 91,976 48,105
Snohomish.. 4,689 87,696 41,983 | 59,542 88,827 38,406 21,152 | 7,124 28,156 58,5602 08,609 | 54,276 86,434 23,044
Thurston. .. 14,662 | 52,019 ,001 870 | 22,344 | 737,382 | 11,365 | 13,452 | 10,862 | 46,359 63,718 | 26,519 43,141 9,355
Wahkiakum......| 1,571 | 11,550 6,466 4,787 8,795 2,556 | 1,608 || 1,325 1,237 7,788 7,652 | 5,414 10,806 2,040
Whateom. ....... 15,820 | 101,554 | 102,977 | 71,617 44,687 | 260790 | 28,400 ‘ 23,060 | 41,022 | 00,TT4 91,545 56,308 83,246 22,044
West District...| 168,597 (1,076,303 | 948,037 | 865,823 | 507,800 | 368,287 | 224,521 | 177,041 | 357,600 | 968,182 | 1,356,235 ‘ 649,280 790,651 312,177
Bentond......... e A 18,640 | 806,130 | 260,604 | 28,051 | 5,848 |..........|ieerern.n. 2,880 | 1,200,606 | o600 | 131,760 | 23,687
CHta®. sl evtinn s 47,483 | 421,800 11,502,182 (1,091,065 | 826,124 | 639,832 |.......... 27,358 | 543,757 | 6,300,350 | 8,314,053 | 6,267,425 | 8,936,287
Kittitas@........ 2,768 | 32,728 | 88,244 | 71,106 | 92,1 16,168 9,703 | 8,002 | 11,5890 | 23,641 90,181 200, 102, 72,111
Kliekitat®...... .| 12,787 | 62,108 | 50,548 | 236,602 | 59,606 | 30,335 ! 13 oss 4,497 | 23,179 | 18,804 242,006 157,626 86,050 48,792
Okanogan@...... 1 27,180 | 33,243 | 562,967 | 401,877 | 485,102 | 419,744 | .\evvrunes 3,056 | 86,568 | 1,354,540 | 2,034,266 | 3,468,601 | 5,468,531
Yakima®........ 9,401 | 177,310 386,587 1,907,642 11,763,981 [1,200,600 1.10&,413 10,835 | 67,345 | 821,546 | 6,249, 950 | 8,071,005 | 10,501,754 | 10,008,058
| Hi
Oentral District) 25,146 | 346,804 | 040,030 |4,675,637 |3,698,720 2,505,580 2,101,723 ‘ 17,834 | 122,472 | 047,081 | 15,627,758 i 20,054,411 | 20,547,686 | 24,642,361
BECTPE . 0o beicnaanifoins 1,285 5,857 | 16,636 5,810 1,890 AL i | AT 575 (] 23,708 | 10,926 | 12,460 10,744
Pend 0rel]le® ................... 10,379 | 3,738 2,134 880 | ......................... 9,185 | 3,384 4,535 1,511
Spokare. . 18,379 | 431,701 418,556 1,118,814 | 209,575 600 | 58,455 6,688 | 68,802 | 200,817 | 1,771,551 | 514,885 408,701 164,936
Stevens@®. . 39 74,258 135,884 | 105,369 | 90,189 | 16,416 | 11,003 209 7,048 | 90,117 223,240 | 198,490 | 81,846 28,148
809,810 | 114,549 | 72,833 6,807 | 67,413 | 300,004 | 2,027,718 726,085 453,042 | 205,328
[ 707 45 p ! S SR 2,668 1,819 5,015 471
| 853,763 | 244,678 28,631 | 1,200,651 | 2,384, &53 1,418,857 | 2,432,209
903 47 516 13,708 1,955 1 80
| 150,048 21,630 2,500 345,927 684,291 233,645 19,877
| 15,436 242 22,240 76,598 33,579 1,829 1,002
East District...| 2,804 | 147,088 | 158,183 | 716,394 l 520,945 | 267,112 | 160,122 | 262 | 82,832 | 55,208 | 1.741,499 | 8,104,515 | 1,654,165 | 2,453,655
Asobin. ..ovuiinies 2,411 | 17,084 | 18,344 | 25,979 | 15,084 9,639 8,707 1,729 3,102 | 29,435 25,068 | 77,608 63,352 57,262
Columbia 28,279 | 66,957 | 40,621 514 ,858 | 20,804 | 19,401 || 20,834 | 15,138 | 50,654 192,058 | 225,023 81,511 126,901
Garfleld.......... 10,782 | 97,405 | 14,281 4,981 2,202 444 g\ 9,19 4,446 | 22,196 8,768 | 2,438 979 550
Walla Walla..... 32,709 | 144,512 | 52,806 | 153,302 | 61,087 | 20,393 8,758 | 46,744 | 85,076 | 46,480 505,653 | 300,793 52,026 41,274
Whitman......... | 25,76 | 381,611 | 267,768 | 124, 139 | 41,147 7,442 5,251 | 13,960 | 83,750 | 251,882 88,020 | 41,292 13,055 | 5,166
8. E. Distriet 100,157 | 648,550 | 808,790 | 865,215 | 158,778 | 59,812 | 42,585 | 09,269 | 143,512 | 400,527 815,466 647,052 211,823 | 231,143
State@......... | 315,479 iz,'rsa.m 3,009,337 (7,964,167 |5,198,671 |3,404,740 [2,601,781 | 295,196 | 728,078 (2,672,100 | 21,568,691 | 25,782,252 | 23,636,817 | 27,844,664
| | | |

@ Grays Harbor County was named Chehalls County In 1800, 1900, and 1910,
?) Benton County was divided between Kllekitat and Yakima in 1830 and 1600.
3} Chelan County was divided between Kittitas and Okanogan in 1890,

@ Included part of Chelan County in 1850,

@® Included part of Benton County in 1860 and 1600,

(@) Part of Stevens County in 1890

@ Part of Stevens County In 1860 and 1
Ineluded Ferry and Pend Oreille Caunties in 1890 and Pend Orellle in 1900
@ Tneluded Grant County in 1890 and 1

@ Part of Douglas County in 1800 and 1900,
Includes Indinn Reservations. Not allocated by county.
Census reports produetion as of previous year,
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Figure 3. Yakima led all Washington counties in the number of apple trees of all ages at the time the United States Census was taken

in 1950,
second and third respeetivelf.
central portion of the state to
of the Cascade Mountains.

APPLES

Apples illustrate the fact that fruit
was an essential part of pioneer agricul-
ture in the State of Washington. In
1890—40-45 years after immigrants be-
gan to move north of the Columbia River
in “Oregon Country”—the number of
trees of bearing age reflected the pattern
of agricultural settlement. There were
two major concentrations of population
at that time. Largest was the west coast
area which had flourished because of the
ease of access by water. Next in impor-
tance was the southeast area centering
around the state’s then second-largest
city, Walla Walla. Railroads had only
begun to open central Washington by
1890, and the population there was small
and scattered.

According to the 1890 Census of the
United States there were 315,479 apple
trees of bearing age in the entire state.
Interestingly, there were only 295,196
bushels of apples recorded by that cen-
sus, less than one bushel per tree. There

The number in Yakima County was almost as

have any sizeable number of apple trees.
Every county in Washington had some apple trees in 1850.

were more bearing apple trees west of
the Cascade Mountains than in all of the
rest of the state combined. However,
the southeastern counties did have 100,~
157 apple trees of bearing age compared
with 168,597 for the counties west of the
Cascades.

Walla Walla led all counties with
32,709 apple trees of bearing age in 1890.
It was also the leading county in produc-
tion—46,744 bushels. Columbia County
was second with 28,279 trees, and Whit-
man was fourth with 25,976 bearing
trees. Clark County in western Wash-
ington, site of some of the earliest settle-
ments, ranked third in trees but second
in production. Spokane in eastern Wash-
ington was fifth in tree numbers, but was
far down the list in production. Only
9,491 bearing apple trees were recorded
in Yakima County in 1890, Chelan
County did not exist in 1890, but Oka-
nogan and Kittitas combined (which in-
cluded Chelan) had only 2,868 apple
trees,

eat as the combined total for Chelan and Okanogan Counties, which ranked
Douglas was fourth in apple tree numbers. Spokane, in eastern Washington, is the only county outside the
King County had more apple trees than any other county west

Period of Rapid Expansion 1890-1900

The 10-year period from 1891 to 1900
was marked by great expansion in apple
culture in Washington. Bearing tree
numbers increased from 315,479 at the
beginning of the period to 2,735,824 re-
ported in 1900, Western Washington re-
mained as the most important single
area both in number of apple trees of
bearing age and in production. South-
eastern Washington was in second place.
Greatest percentage gains occurred in the
central, eastern, and northeastern coun-
ties. Production in 1899 was only a
meager 728,978 bushels for the entire
state.

Spokane County took over first place
in the number of apple trees of bearing
age in 1900. Undoubtedly some of this
was due to the fact that the Northern
Pacific Railroad reached Spokane in 1881,
providing an outlet for production. The
first rail shipment of apples from the
state was reported from Spokane in the
1890’s. Whitman County, which also
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had been subjected to a flood of immigra-
tion due to the railroad, went into second
place. Yakima pushed into third place;
King into fourth. Walla Walla dropped
to fifth. Leaders in apple production
in order of importance were: Whitman,
Spokane, Yakima, King, and Grays Har-
bor,

Although the total number of apple
trees of bearing age continued to increase
in the period between 1800 and 1910,
there was a decline in the western and
southeastern areas. A very sharp in-
crease was recorded in the Central Dis-
trict. Lesser increases occurred in the
Northeast and East Districts. The great-
est decrease was in the Southeast Dis-
trict, especially in Walla Walla, Whit-
man, and Garfield Counties. The drop

Table 2.—Apricots: Trees of Bea

was not so great in the West District,
with some few counties continuing to
show an increase,

First place in the number of trees of
bearing uge was taken over by Chelan in
1010, with a ten~fold increase over 1900,
Spokane dropped to second, while Yak-
ima remained in third. Whitman was
fourth, and Stevens moved to fifth. Pro-
duction for the state, although reported
by the Census as 2,672,100 bushels, was
still less than one bushel per tree. The
five leading counties in production in
order of importance were: Chelan, Yak-
ima, Whitman, Spokane, and King.

World War I Period Brings Big Increase
Between 1910 and 1920 the number of
apple trees of bearing age in the state

rose from 3,009,337 to 7,964,167—a gain
ol almost 5,000,000 trees. The greatest
share of this increase occurred in Cen-
tral Washington as the trees on new
irrigation projects came into bearing.
From 040,030 bearing trees the number
in that area rose to 4,675,637. The
Northeast District reported 1,341,098 in
1920 for second place, an increase of
800,000 over 1910. The East District
gained 550,000 trees. Numbers continued
to decline in the West and Southeast Dis-
tricts.

Yakima County moved into first place
in number of bearing apple trees in 1920
with 1,907,642. In no subsequent census
did the number in the county reach this
figure, but Yakima remained in first
place thereafter. Chelan County, too,

Age and Production, Washington, 1890-1950

(Data From United States Census)
NUMBER OF TREES OF DEARING AGH I PRODUCTION (TONS)@
(‘()I.Jh'l‘ 1800 i 1000 ! 1910 | 1920 1090 1Mo ‘ 1000 1999 | 1Mo
Olallam .....oooiivivnins - .....! " : 51 TR R —
BIAEE sovissansnburondsse 7 | 64 b o
Cowlits ...... Ehavevibnen L] @ ™ 18 sssnsssensfessasasens
Grays Harbor() ........ L3 t 3 !
Island ...... i 2| “w L
........... 3 t ] w
T T T T e ——— ] 0 04 £l
Kitsap ..... 2 w ™
Lewls .. W & 5 “
Mason . soeensvene 1 9’ ]
Pacifie .. 1 4! 0 fessscsssas]iussusnisafecarcsvens [ ]| WSUTNSN WU MR TR (R [ N————
Pieree e » ] L
San Juan " " " 0
....... i 4 b » .
Skamanin » ”~ 1.
H - w
T30 Jonssennvss 0 2L
Wabkinkumm ........cccoalicenenanee T 1 | B8
WHateom .......ccooonase “ ! 38 s 128
West Distriet ......... A 1,172 436 18 () L 1,600 |
TR R L e PR B J e | vae | at,000 | e | esam
Chela R YT T T ' 2,688 14,207 19,089 48, 17,004 08, (M8
Kittita Vo Connilone o4 e 0 860 | 28 1 m M .
Kilickitat® .............. o 1,180 479 | 9,008 1,840 9,085 1,004
Okanogan@ . ST 1,609 60 b6 15,015 1,484 4,851
YARIA® «.ovnviviovnnns 15 4,145 4,005 6,84 107,106 | 189,848 | 108,408 |
Central Distriet ....... sl | s 213 38772 | eu,008 | ge.4ms | s01,%08
Ferry® ....... 1 Sl i T m|  ®| ...
Pend Oreille® . i o s i s A E— sesansnia Lt B3 snsusfpsasssssnsleansssasicfsrcasssnsfosssnssssnlrasssennslensrssance rouseevese
Spokane ........ L als 50 ™ 1,29 L A
? %3 =2 =0 ne | an
1.0 L 1.5 Ls | 1.8
1,55 = o Bl B hiiethi it udai] s LB v ok L endie
1,457 6,438 23,399 n.ne nm
s 16 15 G 1,18
53 E-3 2.7 1,0 6,
1,5 1=l a5 " 0
5,003 7,518 =®= .00 01,088 46,400 m
1,78 e | o o0 | 9,0 101
b 60 7 b 186 | L]
008 2 1,080 | 2,40 [T ]
sag 18 25 08 1,004 i
4,110 669 0,200 n.ﬂl 0,800 | m -
8,018 | 1422 | ILSN | 15,004 | 11,00 | L o
T R s | ;00 | seoms | arecs | et | mram | seter nl__wm 56| 17| oa08 ! 130 w08
@ Grave Harhor County was named Chehalls County in 1590, 1900 and 1910, ™ Part of Stevens County in 1590 and 1900
mnmtnn(,‘mmy wna divided hetween Kliekitat apd Yakima in 1500 and 1900.  ® Ineluded Ferry and Pend Oreille Counties in 1500 and Pend Oreille In 1000,
lan County was divided hrlm I:'Ittlul lall Okanogan [n 1800 ® Included Grant (‘aualr in 1590 and 1900,
Ol’nehded part of Chelan Count 1800, ® Part of Douvglas County in 1550 and 1900,
@ Incloded part of Ben Mﬂi’!hlﬂuﬂ!ﬂ M Ineludes Indian Reservations. Not sllocated by eounty.
i\hnotmmtyh‘ ) Census reports ion as of previous year.
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Figure 4. Apricot trees in the State of Washlngton are concentrated primarily in four counties, Yakima was the leading county in

apricot trees of all ages, according to the United

tates Census of 1950, In fact, over one-half of all the apricot trees in the state were in

that county. The Benton County apricot area is an eastward extenzion of the Yakima Valley, and Benton is the third-ranking county.
Chelan is second in apricot tree numbers, while adjoining Douglas County is the fourth most important county,

showed a sharp increase, rising to 1,502,-
182 trees; while the number in Spokane
County rose to 1,118,814 apple trees of
bearing age. Okanogan took over fourth
place with 562,967, and Benton moved
into fifth with 395,139 trees. The five
leaders in production in 1920 were Che-
lan, Yakima, Spokane, Okanogan, and
Douglas in the order named.

Tree Numbers Decline

Following the high point in 1920, there
was a decline in the number of apple
trees of bearing age in the State of Wash-
ington. In 1930 the census showed 5,193,-
571 bearing trees, and in 1940 it was
3,404,140, The 1950 census reported only
2,601,784 bearing trees, a decline of
5,300,000 from the 1920 peak. All areas
of the state—even the highly commer-
cialized irrigated counties in Central
Washington—showed a drop. In 1950 the
Central District had 47 percent of its
1920 total; the West District had only
one-quarter, There was only 22 percent
as many apple trees of bearing age in
the East District in 1950 as there were in
1920, only 12 percent as many in the
Southeast, and only 5 percent as many in
the Northeast.

Yakima County in 1950 had 1,103,413
apple trees of bearing age—41 percent
of all bearing trees in the entire State
of Washington. Chelan, in second place,
had 24 percent; while Okanogan had 16
percent. Thus, these three counties had
81 percent of all the bearing apple trees
in the state. Douglas, which could be in-
cluded with these three, was the only
other county with over 100,000 trees in
1950. Together these four counties con-
stitute the great commercial area and
together, according to the 1950 Census,
produced 97 percent of the apples.

APRICOTS

A continuous increase in the number
of apricot trees of bearing age and in
production as shown by the United States
Census characterizes apricot culture in
Washington from 1890 through 1950,
Each 10~year census report showed more
bearing trees than in the previous decade.
So did each census report of production,
although production, because of its de-
pendence upon weather, has shown con-
siderable annual variation. Because of

the continuous increase in tree numbers,

the history of development differs
sharply from that of other fruits in the

state. In addition, the pattern of devel-
opment differs sharply from other fruits,
especially apples and cherries.

Climatic advantages evidently had
much to do with the early plantings of
apricot trees. The Census of 1890 showed
that four-fifths (80 percent) of the 5,142
apricot trees of bearing age were located
in southeastern Washington. There the
summers are hot and dry. Central Wash-
ington was a poor second. Western
Washington, with a larger population at
that time but with less favorable eli-
matic conditions, was third in tree num-
bers in 1890.

About 1,500 bearing apricot trees were
reported in Garfield County, which
ranked first in tree numbers in 1890,
Whitman was second and Walla Walla
was third. Klickitat County reported
396 trees that year, but at that time in-
cluded a goodly portion of Benton
County. Columbia was fifth and Asotin
sixth, so that five of the six leading coun-
ties were from the Southeast District.

Many New Plantings
Between 1890 and 1900 the number of
bearing apricot trees rose from 5,142 to
31,129. With this six-fold increase came
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a change in the distribution. The East
District took over first place by a narrow
margin. Although the number of bearing
trees doubled in the Southeast District,
this area dropped to second place. The
Central District also showed considerable
increase, but was only third in tree num-
bers. West of the mountains there was
an increase in the trees of bearing age,
but it was the smallest of any of the five
regions.

Douglas (then including part of Grant
County) became the leading county in
the number of bearing apricot trees in
1900 with 5,000, Whitman rose to second
place and Lincoln third. Yakima went
into fourth place and Chelan to fifth.
Garfield, which had been the leader in
1880, showed a slight increase; but was
no better than sixth. None of the coun-

ties were important from a production
standpoint.

During the 20-year period 1901-1920
there was a gradual increase in apricot
trees of bearing age in the State of Wash-
ington. In 1900 there were 31,129; in
1920 only 47,608. However, there were
some noticeable changes in the location
of the orchards. In Central Washington
the number of bearing trees increased
from 8,402 in 1900 to 21,320 in 1910, and
then to 38,772 in 1020. Southeastern
Washington showed 9,707 trees in 1900,
but dropped to 8,013 in 1910 and then to
1,422 in 1920.

Chelan County took over the lead
among the counties and was in first place
in 1910 with 14,207 apricot trees of bear-
ing age and with 19,989 in 1920. Whit-
man remained in second place in 1910,

but dropped out of the first five in 1920,
Yakima County was third in both census
reports. Klickitat was not among the
five leaders in numbers of bearing apri-
cot trees in 1910, but was in second place
in 1920. Thus, the five leaders in order
of importance in 1910 were Chelan,
Whitman, Yakima, Asotin, and Benton.
In 1920 the five leaders were Chelan,
Klickitat, Yakima, Douglas and Benton.

New Trees Mature

In the years 1921-30, there was a very
sharp increase in the number of apricot
trees of bearing age in the State of Wash-
ington. At the beginning of the period
there were 47,608 bearing apricot trees;
at the end there were 226,470 trees.
Some increase was reported in all areas
of the state. However, it was greatest in

Table 3.—Cherries: Trees of Bearing Age and Production, Washington, 1890-1950
(Data From United States Census)
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Figure 5. The bulk of the sweet cherry trees in Washington were located in central Washington, according
to the United States Census for 1950, Yakima had far more sweet cherry trees than any other county in the
state. Benton County, which adjoins Yakima on the east and which contains a portion of the Lower Yakima
Valley, was second in cherry tree numbers. Chelan was a close third, and Douglas was fourth. King County,

in western Washington, was fifth in number of sweet cherry trees of all ages.
Klickitat, Whatecom, Snohomish, and Clark Counties,

Of less importance were Asotin,

SOUR CHERRIES

TREES OF ALL AGES

|Data From US Census)

e _._.'_'.,._.T-...

Figure 6. Sour cherry trees, in contrast with sweet cherries, are raised

Cascade Mountains. Despite a very sharp decline in tree numbers after 193

grincipally in counties west of the

King County still was the out-

standing county in numbers of sour cherry trees of all ages in 1850, according to the United States Census.
Thurston County was second in sour cherry trees in 1850, and Pierce was third. Lewis County was fifth, Che-

lan in central Washington ranked fourth among the 39 counties. Spokane County had more sour cherry trees

than Yakima in 1950.
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the Central District where the Census
showed a gain of about 150,000 trees.
The Central District became the domi-
nant apricot area, containing about 81
percent of all the bearing trees in the
state. The only other region with any
sizeable number of apricot trees was the
East District. With only 28,071 trees, it
was a poor second compared with 184,035
in the central area.

Yakima became the dominant county
in number of apricot trees of bearing
age in 1930. At that time Yakima
County alone had about 107,000 trees, or
47 percent of all the trees in the state.
Chelan, with 48,771, had only 22 percent
of the state’s total. Douglas, Okanogan,
and Benton followed in the order named.

Another period of expansion of apricot
culture characterized the years 1931-
1040, Bearing trees increased from 226,-
470 to 317,491. Only the Northeast Dis-

trict showed any decline in bearing
acreage. Greatest gains were registered
in the Central and East Districts, The
former became slightly less dominating,
although including about 75 percent of
the bearing trees, while the latter be-
came relatively more important. Pro-
duction, too, attained a new significance,
reaching 13,060 tons. Of this total 10,181
was reported produced in orchards of
the Central District.

Yakima continued to move upward
with 133,343 apricot trees reported by
the 1940 Census of the United States.
Chelan maintained second place with
77,024 trees, and Douglas increased to
57,912 bearing trees in third place. Ben-
ton and Whitman were fourth and fifth
respectively, In 1940 no county in west-
ern Washington had over 300 apricot
trees bearing fruit.

Increase Continues Through 1950

Although the number of apricot trees
of bearing age continued upward from
1940 to 1950, not all counties shared the
increase. Indeed, there was consider-
able shifting. The Central District con-
tinued to gain, showing an increase of
about 65,000 trees. The West District
went up about 70 percent and the North-
east remained about the same. The East
District reported a marked decline in
apricot tree numbers, and a lesser de-
cline came in the Southeast District.

Yakima County bearing trees rose to
192,496 in 1950, increasing the county’s
dominance in production. Chelan County
showed a decline in number of apricot
trees of bearing age, but remained in
second place by a wide margin. There
also was a decline in Douglas County in
1950, whereas in Benton the number of
bearing trees went up.

Table 4.—Peaches: Trees of Bearing Age and Production, Washington, 1890-1950

(Data From United States Census)
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Chelan County was divided between Kittitas and Okanogan in 1890,
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Part of Douglas County In 1800 and 1000,

Ineludes Indian Regervations. Not allocated by eounty.

Cengns reporte produetlon as of previous year.
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CHERRIES

The 1890 Census reported 22,852 sweet
and sour cherry trees of bearing age in
the State of Washington. The majority
of the trees were located on farms west
of the Cascade Mountains where the
majority of the people then lived. How-
ever, the concentration was greatest in
the smaller Southeast District centering
around Walla Walla. The Census showed
12,171 bearing cherry trees in the West,
compared with 8,265 in the Southeast
District. Leader among the individual
counties was Walla Walla with 3,067,
Columbia County in the same area
ranked third, Whitman was fourth, and
Garfield was sixth. The second and fifth
place counties were west of the Cascades
—Clark, second; and Cowlitz, fifth.

At the end of the 10 years 1891-
1800, there were almost 10 times as many
cherry trees bearing fruit as there were
at the beginning of the period. The
greatest expansion came in the West
District, where the number rose from
12,171 to 90,840 trees. However, Whit-
man ranked first, Asotin was second and
Walla Walla was fourth. Spokane in

the Northeast was in third place. King,
Pierce, and Clark, all in the area west
of the mountains, were fifth, sixth, and
seventh,

In the succeeding 10 years, the rate of
planting slowed down and removals be-
gan in many areas. Spokane took over
the lead with 25,140 bearing cherry trees
in 1910. Asotin remained in second place,
Whitman dropped to third. Chelan
moved into fourth place, gaining 14,000
trees in the 10-year period. Other lead-
ers in order of importance were King,
Whatecom, Pierce, and Yakima,

Yakima Takes First Place

Between 1910 and 1920 there was an
increase of 88,000 in number of bearing
trees, Yakima came into first place in
1920 with 45,922 cherry trees, four times
as many as in the previous report. Spo-
kane dropped to second with 32,267
bearing trees. King County gained third
with 26,296 trees, Chelan with 23,693
was fourth, and Whatcom was fifth with
18,779 bearing trees.

Another sharp increase in the number
of cherry trees of bearing age occurred

between 1920 and 1930. Yakima County
gained enough to keep first place with
80,774 bearing cherry trees, but King
showed a greater increase, reaching 63,-
385 trees. Pierce went into third place
with 50,233 trees, Snohomish went into
fourth with 30,932 trees, and Lewis took
over fifth with 29,886 trees.

The increase in the number of cherry
trees of bearing age continued through
1940, reaching 603,278 tfrees. Yakima
alone rose from 80,774 trees in 1930 to
149,690 trees in 1940, Benton and Che-
lan more than doubled in that 10-year
period. King led the way in the West
District with an increase from 63,385 to
105,274 bearing trees.

Cherry trees declined in Washington
between 1940 and 1950. Only two dis-
tricts showed any increase, and in those
(the Northeast and East) the gain was
only about 2,700 trees. Yakima's rise
continued, the 1950 Census reporting
155,377 cherry trees. King County
dropped to 80,738 trees, and in Pierce
only 16,579 bearing trees were reported
compared with 46,821 ten years earlier,

PEACHES

TREES OF ALL AGES

1950

(Data From US Cemusl
® 10000 Trees ® P00 - 4008
& BO00-REeR o 9% ON LESS
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ure 7. Washington peach prod
of 1950‘ Yakima Count
Lower Yakima River

The census showed Douglas with slightly more peach

uction is concentrated primarily in the Yakima River Valley. According to the United States Census
alone had almost two-thirds of all the peach trees i
alley, was second in

peach tree numbers. trees
lan—the former ranking third and the latter fourth in peach tree numbers. No other counties were important in tree numbers, although

all 39 counties had some peach trees in 1950.
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PEACHES

Washington peach production has
shown a rather spectacular increase dur-
ing the short space of 60 years (1890-
1950). By 1950 peach trees of bearing
age had expanded to a number almost
thirteen times as great as the Census
totals for the state in 1890. In the same
period production rose to a level almost
twenty-six times greater than 1890, indi-
cating the development of better sirains
and improved cultural practices. As tree
numbers and production increased there
were several marked shifts in the areas
of production. In part, these changes
followed the pattern of settlement, but
they also resulted from the development
of irrigation within the state.

In 1890 production was concentrated
in southeastern Washington, which was
also important in the production of
prunes and pears. The largest numbers
of peach trees were located in Walla
Walla and Garfield Counties. These twa
counties accounted for about 37 percent
of the bearing trees in the entire state at
that time. Southeastern Washington as
a whole was credited with about 57 per-
cent of the total bearing trees in the
state during the early period.

Within the Central District, there were
approximately 27,000 mature irees by
1890. This total then constituted about
37 percent of all the bearing trees in the
state. Klickitat County accounted for
some 27 percent, with the remaining 10
percent being credited fo Kittitas and
Yakima Counties, Klickitat County, how-
ever, included part of Benton County in
the 1890 and 1900 United States Census
totals. Probably a large number of trees
credited to Klickitat County were located
in the area later established as part of
Benton.

Elsewhere within Washington the 1890
United States Census indicated that
plantings were widely scattered and rel-
atively insignificant. The only area in
western Washington showing any appre-
ciable number of trees was Clark County,
which had about 1,600 trees of bearing
age in 1890. However, almost every
county within the state had some peach
trees, reflecting the early interest in fruit
by the settlers.

Expansion Rapid

In the 10 years between 1891 and 1900
peach trees of bearing age rose to around
226,600, which was over three times as
great as the total reported in 1890, Dur-
ing this period there was an expansion
in the number of trees in almost every
county in the state. The relative impor-
tance of the Central District was un-
changed from 10 years earlier, while the
eastern counties showed a notable gain.

At the same time, although the total trees
of bearing age almost doubled, there was
a decline in the relative importance of
the Southeast District counties.

The number of bearing peach trees in
Yakima County rose from about 2,900 in
1890 to approximately 43,000 by 1900.
Chelan County reported about 15,700
trees in the latter year. In 1890 Chelan
was divided between Kittitas and Oka-
nogan, but a total of only 4,700 trees of
bearing age was reported in the two
counties, so the gain was very substan-
tial. In Asotin County the number rose
from about 1,700 to 17,000, and in Whit-
man County from 5,300 to 38,500. Clark
County in western Washington recorded
about 1,600 frees in 1890 and close to
7,500 in 1900.

Yakima and Chelan Take Lead

It was evident by 1910 that Yakima
and Chelan Counties were becoming the
centers of production within the state.
The growth in the number of trees in
Yakima County between 1900 and 1910
was phenomenal. From about 43,000
trees the total rose to over 165,000. The
expansion in Chelan County was also
very rapid. Due to the growth of the
peach industry in the above counties, the
importance of the Central area increased
very rapidly. At the same time, the rela-
tive importance of the Southeast District
counties continued to decline.

From 1910 to 1920 the number of
peach trees of bearing age in Washing-
ton rose from about 537,000 to around
649,000; this was a gain of over 20 per-
cent. Yakima became the dominant
county in the state with a production five
times greafer than in Chelan County, the
closest competitor., The Central District
gained a very commanding lead with
Benton, Chelan, and Yakima Counties
accounting for about 78 percent of the
bearing trees in the state, and for about
82 percent of the total production in 1920.
Tree numbers in the southeastern coun-
ties declined to less than one-half the
number recorded in 1910.

In 1930 the number of bearing trees in
Washington State dropped to 532,500, a
decline of about 18 percent below the
649,000 recorded in 1920. A very large
part of this drop was registered in Ben-
ton and Chelan Counties. At the same
time the number of trees of bearing age
in Yakima County increased about 12
percent from 1920 to 1930. Although this
increase did not offset all the losses in
the major counties, the Central District
continued to show ever-increasing im-
portance. This area accounted for 80
percent of the bearing trees in the state
in 1930 and had about 86 percent of the
total production for that year. Yakima

County alone accounted for 67 percent
of the trees and for 77 percent of the
total state production in 1930.

Second Period of Increase Begins
By 1940 bearing peach trees in the

‘state totaled over 610,500. This figure

was 15 percent greater than the number
recorded in 1930. Plantings in Yakima
County continued to expand, and in 1940
that county had over 403,000 trees in
production. During the 10-year period
1931-1940 tree numbers increased in
Benton and Chelan Counties, but the
total number of bearing trees in 1940
was still far below the total reported
for those counties by the 1920 Census.

Peach trees continued to decline in
southeastern Washington until, in 1940,
this district had only about 8 percent of
the total bearing trees in the state, com-
pared to 41 percent in 1900. From 1930
to 1940 the western counties began to
show some gain as they had in earlier
yvears—most of the increase in King,
Pierce, and Clark Counties.

A total of 932,000 peach trees were of
bearing age in the State of Washington
in 1950. From 1940 to 1950 the total
number of bearing trees increased about
53 percent. Yakima County far exceeded
any other area in the state with approxi-
mately 661,000 bearing trees reported in
1950, an increase of over 250,000 bearing
trees from 1940. Gains of about 10,000
trees were reported for Benton and
Chelan Counties. Douglas County also
developed rapidly and ranked second in
production in 1949. The relative impor-
tance of the Southeast District continued
to decline following the trend of the
previous 50 years. Western Washington,
which has the advantage of a ready
market, showed considerable expansion
in the years 1940-1950. Much of the
gain in this western area came in King
and Pierce Counties where some other
soft fruits were declining.

PEARS

There were only 32,513 pear trees of
bearing age in the State of Washington
when the census was taken in 1890. In
this early period most of the pear trees
were located at the southern border,
mainly along the Columbia River. Walla
Walla was the leading county in 1890
with a total of 5,006 trees of bearing age.
Clark County was second with 4,241
trees, and Garfield ranked third with
2,982 pear trees.

By 1900 pear tree numbers (310,597)
in the state had increased 10 times over
the previous census period. Counties
bordering the southern part of Wash-
ington no longer held the lead over other
sections of the state. However, Whit-
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BARTLETT PEARS
TREES OF ALL AGES
1950
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Figure 8. Bartlett pear production in Washington is mainly from the irrigated valleys in Yakima and Che-
lan counties. Yakima was by far the most important county in Bartlett pear trees in 1950. The fact that
Benton County was not important indicates that the trees are conecentrated principally in the Upper Yakima
Valley and in the upper part of the Lower Yakima Valley. Chelan County, in second place, had less than one-
fifth as many Bartlett ar trees as Yakima. Douglas was the only other county with any sizeable number
of Bartlett pear trees. lark was the only western Washington county with 10,000 or more Bartlett pear trees.

OTHER PEARS

TREES OF ALL AGES
1950

iDato From LIS Census)
» 0000 Traes ® P - 4w
- 800 Bee o 98 On LEss

Figure 8. Yakima and Chelan are the only two important counties in the State of Washington in the pro-
duction of pears other than Bartlett. Yakima was first in the number of pear trees of all ages in 1950, according
to the United States Census. Chelan, in second place, had about one-half as many D'Anjou trees as did Yakima.
Douglas and Klickitat were the only other two counties in the entire state in which there were over 10,000
pear trees other than Bartlett in 1950. All counties in the state had some of these “other pears” in 1950, but on
many farms the production was principally for home use.
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man replaced Walla Walla as the leading
county by 1900 with 52,116 pear trees.
Walla Walla had 30,477 trees, to rank
second.

Pear trees of bearing age in Wash-
ington declined about 6 percent between
1900 and 1910. The decrease was ac-
counted for mainly by a reduction in the
southeastern area, including Whitman,
Walla Walla, Columbia, Garfield, and
Asotin Counties. Partly offsetting the
decrease was the rapid expansion in the
Yakima and Wenatchee areas.

World War I Brings Expansion

Expansion of pear orchards was very
rapid during the period between 1910
and 1920, covering the First World War.
In the period from 1920 to 1930, the
number of pear trees of bearing age in
the state increased 58 percent. The Cen-

Table 5.—Pears: Trees of Bearing

sus of 1930 showed Washington with
1,370,083 trees, compared with 866,634
just 10 years before. Most of the ex-
pansion was in the Yakima and Wenat-
chee Valleys in the central section.

The increase continued through 1940.

A 5 percent gain over 1930 established

tree numbers at 1,438,457, the largest
number reported by any census through
1950. Actually, all of the gain in bear-
ing trees came in the Central District,
and all other districts showed a decline
in tree numbers from 1930 to 1940. Even
within the Central District the increase
was not uniform. Chelan, Klickitat, and
Yakima showed more trees of bearing
age than in the previous ten years,
whereas Benton, Kittitas, and Okanogan
showed fewer trees. ‘

An 8 percent decline in bearing pear
trees was reported between 1940 and

1950, with the total dropping to 1,329,521
trees. All districts participated in this
decline, the Central area dropping from
1,264,120 to 1,225,058 trees. Chelan was
the only major county in the state that
did not show a decrease in pear trees of
bearing age.

The heavy concentration of the pear-
growing industry in the Central Wash-
ington area is illustrated by the fact that
92 percent of the bearing trees in 1950
were in this area. Yakima County with
988,870 pear trees had 74 percent of the
state's total, and Chelan County was in
second place with 201,966 trees (15 per-
cent). Other leading counties in pear
tree numbers in 1950 were Klickitat and
Douglas. Counties west of the Cascades
of some importance in pear tree numbers
were Clark County with 17,258 trees and
Skamania with 15,302 trees.

Age and Production, Washington, 1890-1950

(Data From United States Census)

NUMBER OF TREES OF BEARING AGE

PRODUCTION (BUSHELS)@
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T Girays Harhor Count
Benton County was

wae named Chehnlle County In 1800, 1900 and 1010,
Ivided between Kliekitat and Yakima in 1500 and 1900,

@ Part of Stevens County In 1590 and 1900.

Included Ferry and Pend Orellle Countles In 1500 and Pend Oreille In 1000,

Chelan County was divided between Kittltas and Okanogan In 1500, 8 Tneluded Grant County In 1890 and 1000,

Included part of Chelan County in 1800, @ Part of Douelas County In 1560 and 1900,

Included part of Benton County in 1860 and 1000, @ Includes Indian Reservations. Not alloeated by county.
Part of Stevens County in 1800, Censns reports production ns of previous year.



WASHINGTON CROP AND LIVESTOCK REPORTING SERVICE

13

R T e b s o b — e b e s e 6 e b
ey

L

ol

ill'.

i

PLUMS & PRUNES

TREES OF ALL AGES
1950
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Figure 10. Washington plum and prune trees are located
tree fruits, production is concentrated in the Yakima River

alley.

rimarily in the southern portion of the state.
Yakima led all counties in plum and prune tree numbers in the 1950

As is true with most other

Census reports, and Benton County was third. Despite a considerable decline in prune tree numbers after 1230, Clark County in western

Washington was second among the 39 counties.
fourth in plum and prune tree numbers in 1950, All counties had some plum and prune trees.

PRUNES AND PLUMS

Over the sixty years 1890-1950 there
were many changes in the number and
distribution of prune and plum trees in
the State of Washington. The prune-
growing industry was marked by periods
of spectacular inerease and sudden de-
cline rather than by any orderly trend
over the years. This was much truer of
prunes than of any other fruit produced
in the state.

When the Census was taken in 1890,
there were two commerecial prune areas
in the state. One was in the southeastern
counties and the other in southwestern
Washington. This division, of course, re-
flected the then existing settlements.
Clark and Walla Walla were the most
important counties in prune tree num-
bers, and the state total was about evenly
divided between eastern and western
Washington.

During the decade following 1890,
more prune irees were planted than in
any other comparable period in the his-
tory of the state. The expansion was
general, extending to every county. In

1900 there were 15 times as many {rees of
bearing age as there had been in 1890,
The most phenomenal growth occurred
in Clark County which showed a thirty-
fold increase in the ten years. About a
third of the state’s trees were in Clark
County, which had four times as many
trees as the second most important
county, which was Whitman. Other lead-
ing ecounties, in order of importance,
were Spokane, Yakima, Lewis, and King.

Between 1900 and 1910 prune tree re-
movals exceeded new plantings in all
areas of the state. Total number of trees
in the state was reduced by about one-
third in this decade. However, the num-
ber of prune trees declined only one-
fourth in western Washington, while
dropping more than 50 percent east of
the mountains. In spite of a moderate
decline in tree numbers, Clark County
strengthened its position as the leading
prune county, and had almost half of the
state total in 1910. Runner-up was Whit-
man County, followed in order by Spo-
kane, Lewis, Walla Walla, King, and
Yakima,

Walla Walla County, which adjoins the Milton-Freewater area in Northeast Oregon, was

A Second Period of Increase

A small overall increase in plum and
prune tree numbers occurred in the years
from 1910 to 1920. Tree numbers rose
30 percent in Clark County to pass the
half-millicn mark, and this increase more
than offset the reductions in most wes-
tern counties. The most significant de-
velopment of the decade was the sharp
rise of tree numbers in Yakima County.
Whitman, Lewis, and King Counties
showed large losses in tree numbers,
while Spokane and Walla Walla regis-
tered moderate declines. In 1920 the
state’s leading counties ranked as fol-
lows: Clark, Yakima, Spckane, Walla
Walla, Whitman, Lewis, and King.

The second major expansion in prune
tree numbers occurred in the 1920°s, with
the state showing an increase of nearly
half a million bearing trees. Largest
gains occurred in the state’'s two leading
counties. Clark County gained 360,000
trees for an increase of about 70 percent,
while Yakima County added 102,000 trees
for a gain of about 150 percent. In-
creases in a few other counties—chiefly
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Okanogan, Walla Walla, and Benton—
just about balanced the general decline
in most of the remaining counties.

In 1930 the leading counties, after
Clark and Yakima, were Walla Walla,
Okanogan, and Benton. Both Spokane
and Whitman Counties had less than half
as many trees as ten years earlier. Over
one-fourth of the state’s trees were situ-
ated east of the Cascade Mountains as
of 1930.

Numbers Decline After 1930

From 1930 to 1940 tree removals were
far more numerous than new plantings,
and the number of bearing trees declined
one-third. Tree numbers were reduced
throughout the state, with the exception
of a few minor counties in western Wash-
ington. -Reductions were about 30 per-

cent in western Washington, 35 percent
in the Central District, and 57 percent in
the combined East, Southeast, and North-
east Districts. In 1940 Clark County had
almost two-thirds of all the state's prune
trees, and Yakima County about 15 per-
cent of the total. Other top counties in
tree numbers were Walla Walla, Benton,
Snohomish, and Lewis.

Between 1940 and 1950 the number of
prune trees in the state dropped almost
one-half, The 1950 census total was by
far the smallest count in the last 60
years. All the reduction occurred in
western Washington while all the com-
mercial districts east of the mountains
were registering gains in tree numbers.
During the 1940’s, hundreds of acres of
prune trees were removed in Clark
County, and this county lost the lead in

tree numbers which it had held from
the beginning of the state’s prune-grow-
ing industry. First place was taken over
by Yakima County, where tree numbers
increased by 50 percent in the decade.
Walla Walla County, with an increase of
41 percent in the period, held to third
place. The number of trees in Benton
County tripled.

Yakima-Benton Area Most Important

The 1950 census figures show the in-
creasing importance of the Yakima-Ben-
ton area in south-central Washington.
This district showed more stability in
tree numbers than any other in the state
during the general decline of the 1930's,
and tree numbers there rose rapidly dur-
ing the 1940's. In 1050 this area con-
tained one-<half of all the prune and

Table 6.—Prunes and Plums: Trees of Bearing Age and Production, Washington, 1890-1950

(Data From United States Census)

NUMBER OF TREES OF BEARING AGE PRODUCTION (TONS)®
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Grays Harbor County was named Chehalis County in 1890, 19000 and 1910, Part of Stevens County fn 1860 and 1900,
Benton County was divided between Klickitat and Yakima In 1800 and 1900. Ineluded Ferry nnd Pend Oreille Counties In 1800 and Pend Oreille In 1900,
Chelan County was divided between Kittitas and Okanogan In 1890, Ineluded Grant County In 1800 and 1000,

Part of Douglas County In 1800 and 1000,
Includes Indinn Reservations. Not slloeated by county.

Included part of Chelan County in 1890,
reports production ss of previous year.

part of Benton County In 1800 and 1000,
Part of Stevens County In 1800,
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plum trees in the state, and also had a
wide lead in production.

Yakima and Benton were the only
counties in the state which had more
trees standing in 1950 than the record-
high census year of 1930. Among all
counties in the state, Yakima ranked
seventh in prune tree numbers in 1910,
moved up to second place in 1920, 1930,
and 1940, and took over first place in
1950. Benton County moved from thirty-
second in 1910 to fourteenth in 1920, to
fifth in 1930, to fourth in 1940, and in
1950 was still in fourth place.

Clark County, in contrast to the Yak-
ima-Benton district, appears to be on
the decline as a major prune-producing
area. The number of trees standing in
1950 was little more than one-tenth the
number counted 20 years previously. In
the census years of 1920, 1930, and 1940,
Clark County had far more than half the
state’s total number of prune trees, as
compared to about one-fifth of the total

in 1950. Wartime industrialization in the
early 1940°'s and severe winter damage
at the end of the decade hastened the
decline of prune free numbers in Clark
County.

The state’s third leading prune county
in 1950 was Walla Walla. This county
has a record of greater stability in prune
tree numbers over the years than any
other county in the state, the number of
trees in the past six decennial censuses
ranging between 31,000 and 59,000.
Among all counties in the state, Walla
Walla ranked second in 1890, seventh in
1900, fifth in 1910, fourth in 1920, and
third in 1930, 1940, and 1950.

TREES NOT OF BEARING AGE

Trees not of bearing age as reported by
the United States Census are those trees
which have not yet borne fruit. There
is no quantitative measure of the amount
of fruit a tree must bear in order to

change from the non-bearing to the bear-
ing classification. It does not include
trees which bear fruit and then for some
reason do not bear later.

Because of the nature of the data there
is not much as comparability from census
report to census report as there is in the
number of trees of bearing age. Pri-
marily this is because of the variation
which can, and does, exist in the age of
trees in this class. At the time the cen-
sus is taken the non-bearing frees can
range in age from those planted only a
few months before enumeration to those
that will bear fruit the following summer
or autumn. During periods of expan-
sion the average age of the non-bearing
trees tends to be considerably less than
in periods when removals are common.

Another factor which must be given
some consideration is that just because a
tree has been planted does not neces-
sarily mean that it will reach bearing
age. Disease and winter damage caused

Table 7.—Fruit Trees of Non-Bearing Age, Washington, 1920 and 1930

(Data From U. S. Census)
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by prolonged low temperatures are
among the factors causing mortality
among young trees. Even economic con-
ditions can cause the removal of very
young orchards before they reach ma-
turity.

There also is no comparability between
fruits. Apricots and peach trees bear
earlier than other fruits, and may be
producing three to four years after plant-
ing. Apples, pears, cherries, and prunes
require longer before bearing. There also
is a difference when the tree is bearing
suflicient fruit to be classed as commer-
clal production. In many cases this does
not occur until two to five years after
the tree begins to bear fruit.

Variation in Census Reports

The number of non-bearing fruit trees
in each United States Census report since
1920 has varied quite markedly. Heavy
plantings of all fruits did not occur
simultaneously even within the same

Table 7-A.—Fruit Trees of Non-Bearing

area, In general, however, plantings
were heaviest prior to 1830 (considering
only the four census periods 1920, 1930,
1940, and 1950) and tended to be much
lighter thereafter.

A total of 947,986 apple trees not yet
bearing was reported by the Census of
1930. This was almost 200,000 trees
greater than the number shown in the
previous report. With the depression of
the early 1930's there was a sharp decline
in the number of trees planted. Fruit
prices were low. Growers could not
afford to buy young trees. Costs in-
volved in raising the tree to maturity
were too great to encourage plantings.
As a result, in 1940 there were only
271,934 non-bearing apple trees in the
entire state of Washington. With World
War 11, fruit prices improved and fruit
tree plantings expanded. The 1950 Cen-
sus reported 697,470 apple trees not of
bearing age in the state,

There was a very large number of

(Data From U. S. Census)

young pear trees reported by the Census
of 1930. In fact, from 1920 to 1930 was
a period of expansion for the pear in-
dustry as the number of bearing trees
also rose sharply. A decline in plantings
accompanied the depression after 1930,
and in 1940 the Census showed only
119,309 young pear trees. Recovery dur-
ing the 1940's was not as great as in the
case of apples and peaches, although
there were 302,060 pear trees too young
to bear fruit in 1950,

Peaches Expand in Yakima Area

Peaches, like pears, showed a great ex-
pansion in the ten years 1921-1930. The
Census of 1930 reported 227,315 trees not
yet of bearing age, compared with only
50,254 in 1920. Peaches showed the
smallest decline in plantings of any fruit
during the depression. Non-bearing trees
numbered 189,411 in 1940, only about
38,000 less than in 1930. A large expan-
sion in young trees occurred between

Age, Washington, 1940 and 1950
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1940 and 1950, especially in the Yakima
area; and the Census of 19560 reported
427,227 peach trees of non-bearing age
in the state, with 231,257 in Yakima
County alone.

A total of 304,864 cherry trees too
young to bear fruit was reported in 1930.
Numbers were large in central Wash-
ington where sweet cherry plantings
were expanding. There also were large
numbers of young sour cherry trees re-
ported in western Washington, In the
Census of 1940 only 09,252 non-bearing
cherry trees were reported, the bulk of
them again in western and central Wash-

Table 8.—Production and Value of Production of Major Fruits, Washington, 1889—1951

ington, The number of young trees in
1950 was 140,438, with 58 percent in cen-
tral Washington and 27 percent in the
counties west of the Cascades.

Only 13,000 apricot trees of non-bear-
ing age were reported in 1920 by the
Census, In the succeeding 10 years there
was a marked increase in apricots in
central Washington, 83 percent of the
non-bearing trees being in that area, The
lack of planting during the depression
brought young tree numbers down in
1940. On the whole there was not a
sharp increase during World War II al-

though the 1950 total was 121,924, over
twice the previous report.

Plantings of young plum and prune
trees did not follow the same pattern as
other fruits. The number of non-bearing
trees in 1920 was greater than in any of
the three succeeding Census reports.
Most of the young trees were located in
western Washington, that area having
67 percent of the total. In 1930 there
were 98,570 plum and prune trees too
young to bear fruit. Western Washing-
ton was still first, but the central area
was a close second. A total of 86,867
young trees was reported in 1940, with
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central Washington having 64 percent.
The expansion in the years 1840-1950
also was in the central counties, Non-
bearing trees in 1950 numbered 195,182
for the entire state, with 162,330 in the
centiral area.

PRODUCTION OF THE MAJOR
TREE FRUITS

Apples are the most important fruit
produced in Washington. In the 10 years
1941-50 apples accounted for 70.2 per-
cent of the total tonnage of the important
tree fruits grown in the state. Average
production in those years was 706,980
tons. Pears were second with about
176,000 tons or 17.5 percent of the total.
Peaches were third with 5.0 percent,
cherries fourth with 3.0 percent, plums
and prunes fifth with 2.3 percent, and
apricots were sixth with 2.0 percent of
the production.

There have been two years since esti-
mates began in 1889 that apple produc-
tion exceeded 900,000 tons. The peak

year was 1930, when 912,000 tons were
on the trees before harvest. In most
years thereafter apple production ranged
between 600,000 and 800,000 tons. Pear
production began to attain real signifi-
cance in the 1920's.

The high point in peach production
came in 1947, but the total of 61,560 tons
was well below the tonnage of apples and
pears. Cherry production hit its high
point in 1945 and apricots in 1947. Be-
cause of the very sharp decline in tree
numbers, the production of plums and
prunes in recent years is not as great as
in the past. From records beginning in
1919, the year of peak production appears
to be 1929 when 50,300 tons were pro-
duced.

VALUE OF THE MAJOR
TREE FRUITS

During the 10-year period 1941-50, the
value of the six major tree fruits pro-
duced in Washington averaged almost
$92,000,000 per year. Apples accounted
for about 69.6 percent of the total. Pears

accounted for 15.7 percent, indicating the
value per ton was below average since
pears comprised 17.5 percent of the ton-
nage. The high value per ton of cherries
brought them into third place with 6.7
percent of the total value. Peaches,
which constituted 5.0 percent of the ton-
nage, were only 3.9 percent of the value.
Apricots were above the average value
per ton and provided 2.2 percent of the
value, while plums and prunes were be-
low average and accounted for only 1.9
percent.

Value of production in the State of
Washington was greatest in 1946 when
production was large and prices were
high. In that year the value of produc-
tion was estimated as $132,809,000 and
the value of the apple, cherry, and pear
crops was the highest ever recorded.
Peaches, plums and prunes hit their high
point in 1943, but 1946 was the second
highest on record. Only in 1044, 1945,
1946, and 1947 did the total value of
fruit production exceed $100,000,000.



