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RED MEAT PRODUCTION 
 

 
Commercial red meat production in West Virginia during February 2024 totaled 1.0 million pounds. This was 
down 5 percent from February 2023. Commercial red meat production is the carcass weight after slaughter including 
beef, veal, pork, lamb and mutton. Individual commodity production is total live weight of commercial slaughter. 
 
Commercial cattle slaughter totaled 1,365,000 pounds  live weight, down 8 percent from  February 2023. Cattle 
slaughter totaled 1,200 head, down 100 head from the previous year. The average live weight was up 23 pounds 
from the previous year, at 1,168 pounds. 
 
Commercial hog slaughter totaled 204,000 pounds live weight, up 8 percent from last year. Hog slaughter totaled 
700 head, unchanged from the previous year. The average live weight was up 12 pounds from the previous year, 
at 303 pounds. 
 
Commercial red meat production for the United States totaled 4.55 billion pounds in February, up 7 percent from 
the 4.26 billion pounds produced in February 2023. Beef production, at 2.17 billion pounds, was 4 percent above 
the previous year. Veal production totaled 3.6 million pounds, 6 percent below February a year ago. Pork 
production totaled 2.37 billion pounds, up 10 percent from the previous year. Lamb and mutton production, at 
10.9 million pounds, was up 8 percent from February 2023.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHICKENS AND EGGS SUMMARY 
 

 
The number of layers in West Virginia during 2023 averaged 1.23 million, down 6 percent from the 2022 average 
of 1.31 million. The average annual production per layer was 238 eggs, up 4 eggs per layer from 2022. Pullets for 
2023 totaled 722,000, down 6 percent from the 2022 total of 766,000. Other chickens totaled 134,000 in 2023, up 
24 percent from the 2022 total of 108,000.  
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Egg production during the year ending November 30, 2023, totaled 293.9 million eggs. This was 4 percent down 
from the 2022 production of 306.2 million eggs. 

 

TROUT PRODUCTION 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The total value of fish sold in West Virginia for 2023 was 1.17 million dollars, a decrease of 2 percent from the 2022 
total value of 1.19 million dollars. Trout losses of all trout intended for sale were 62,000 fish during 2023, up 48,000 
fish from the total of 14,000 fish in 2022. 
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HONEY PRODUCTION 
 

 
Honey production from West Virginia producers in 2023 with five or more colonies totaled 306,000 pounds, up 12 
percent from 273,000 pounds in 2022. There were 6,000 producing colonies in 2023, down 14 percent from 7,000 
in 2022. Yield per colony averaged 51 pounds, up 31 percent from the yield per colony of 39 pounds in 2022. Honey 
stocks on December 15, 2023, were reported at 177,000 pounds, up 81 percent from 98,000 pounds in 2022. 
Prices for the 2023 crop averaged $6.35 per pound, up 7 percent from the price of $5.91 per pound in 2022. Value 

of production totaled $1,943,000, up $330,000, or 20 percent, from $1,613,000 in 2022. 
 

 

VALUE OF PRODUCTION OF 2023 CROPS 
 

 
Corn for grain value of production totaled $24.13 million in 2023, a decrease of 31 percent from 2022. The 
marketing year average price received per bushel for corn was $5.20, down $1.70 per bushel from the 2022 average 
price of $6.90 per bushel. The value of all hay production totaled $155.09 million in 2023, a 5 percent increase 
from 2022.The average price received per ton was $148.00. This was up $11.00 per ton from the 2022 average 
price. The value of alfalfa hay production totaled $6.17 million in 2023, a 12 percent decrease from 2022. The 
average price received per ton was $199.00. This was down $2.00 per ton from the 2022 average price. The value 
of all other hay production totaled $148.92 million in 2023, a 6 percent increase from 2022. The average price 
received per ton was $146.00. This was up $11.00 per ton from the 2022 average price. 
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