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Severe Weather Halts Fieldwork

Day after day of severe thunderstorms halted field work this
week. High winds and hail damaged crops in some areas
and a series of tornadoes touched down in Grant, Green,
and Dane Counties on the night of June 16. However, the
most widely reported problem for farmers was repeated
heavy downpours falling on already saturated soils. Soil
erosion, ponding, and flooding were reported statewide,
stressing or outright drowning some fields. Soil moisture
rose sharply, with 39 percent surplus on average compared
to 15 percent last week. Several reporters noted acreage in
their area that will not be planted this year due to wet
conditions, and others noted high weed pressure due to
prevented spraying. Undamaged crops were reportedly
responding well to the muggy heat and plentiful moisture.
Corn and second crop hay were growing rapidly, though
weeks of wet weather have left some producers, particularly
in the north of the state, unable to finish cutting their first
crop.

There were 1.8 days suitable for fieldwork statewide.

Across the reporting stations, average temperatures last
week were normal to 6 degrees above normal. Average high
temperatures ranged from 75 to 84 degrees, while average
low temperatures ranged from 57 to 65 degrees.
Precipitation totals ranged from 2.22 inches in Green Bay to
3.79 inches in Madison. If you are interested in further
weather data, please reference the following sites:

http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco/
http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.weather.gov/

As of June 22, corn was 94 percent emerged, with 79
percent in good to excellent condition.

Soybeans were 96 percent planted and 90 percent emerged,
with 79 percent in good to excellent condition.

Oats were 98 percent emerged, with 33 percent heading.
Condition was rated 87 percent good to excellent statewide.

For the week ending June 22, 2014
Media Contact: Greg Bussler

Eighty-one percent of winter wheat was heading, with 71 percent of the
crop in good to excellent condition.

Eighty-eight percent of the potato crop was rated good to excellent
condition.

The first cutting of alfalfa was 82 percent complete.
All hay was 89 percent in good to excellent condition statewide.

Pasture condition was rated 89 percent good to excellent.
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Wisconsin Crop Conditions as of June 22, 2014

VeryPoor [ Poor [ Fair [ Good [ Excellent
Percent
Pasture & Range 0 1 10 60 29
Hay, All 0 1 10 53 36
Corn 0 3 18 59 20
Soybeans 0 2 19 57 22
Oats 0 1 12 67 20
Winter Wheat 0 6 23 51 20
Potatoes 0 2 10 75 13

Source: USDA, NASS

Wisconsin Crop Progress as of June 22, 2014

District average State average
Crop and percent -
of acreage Nw | NC | Ne |we | ¢ | EC | sw | sc | sg | Ths | Last j Last | S-year
week week year average
Percent Percent

Corn emerged 90 91 88 96 92 91 99 99 95 94 88 83 96
Soybeans planted 89 97 93 97 94 93 99 99 99 96 93 83 96
Soybeans emerged 81 87 76 93 88 83 95 96 93 90 76 66 88
Oats emerged 97 96 98 99 97 96 100 100 98 98 94 99 100
Oats headed 5 18 4 37 30 19 56 63 44 33 14 26 48
Winter wheat headed 76 91 43 60 71 81 77 93 88 81 58 n.a. n.a.
Alfalfa hay, first cutting 54 75 68 85 86 81 93 91 81 82 74 57 82

Source: USDA, NASS

Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Conditions as of June 22, 2014

District average State average
Item Nw | Ne | NE [we | ¢ | EC | sw | sc | sE This Last Last
week week year
Days Days
Days Suitable 2.0 1.7 25 2.0 24 1.7 1.0 1.9 1.6 1.8 5.6 3.7
Percent Percent
Topsoil Moisture
Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Short 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 2 0 8 1
Adequate 49 61 85 70 70 39 57 65 55 61 77 57
Surplus 51 39 15 30 29 61 43 34 43 39 15 42
Subsoil Moisture
Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Short 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 3 2 1 8 1
Adequate 66 75 84 79 78 44 83 65 70 72 81 67
Surplus 34 25 16 21 19 56 14 32 28 27 11 32

Source: USDA, NASS


http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.aos.wisc.edu/~sco/
http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.weather.gov/

Wisconsin Crop Progress

Selected Quotes from Farm Reporters and County Ag Agents

All comments are used in creating this report, but only a few are published below.

RUSK-G.P.: Wet weather continues but a little better week this
week. First crop is coming off but quality is going down with time.
Corn is mostly done, still a little going in for some late silage. Still
some soybeans to go in but that should finish up this week if the
weather cooperates. Crop progress is slow with some of the first
planted corn finally catching and showing some good growth. This
has been a tough spring.
WASHBURN-R.H.: Some corn is 3 feet tall.
is growing good.

CLARK-R.H.: A wet week with little field work. Overall crops
look good, just need to have some dry weather to wrap up planting
and complete 1st crop hay harvest. Have seen a few corn fields
with hop vine borer, so it is important to scout fields as the
growing season continues. Just need some dry weather to get work
done.

LINCOLN-K.S.: It's been hard to make hay because it's overcast,
not much sun, and lots of humidity.

MARINETTE-N.S.: Hay harvest has been difficult with scattered
rain throughout the week. Producers that completed their first
cutting reported very good yields.

SHAWANO-B.R.: Could not get much done this week with rain
showers almost every day. Making hay is at a standstill and it is
getting mature very fast. Many would like to get corn and bean
fields sprayed but it is just too wet to do that. Second crop alfalfa
coming back very good for those that got the first crop off on time.
BUFFALO-S.M.: Storms early last week sent needed rain. Most
local areas received rain slowly enough to let it soak in. Crop
emergence looks very good with excellent hay crops being
harvested. All of this is a much welcome change over last year!

ST CROIX-D.K.: 8 inches of rain this week. Some crops in low
areas have drowned. Second crop alfalfa is doing well and will
really take off with heat and sun.

TREMPEALEAU-L.N.: Extremely wet week throughout the
county. Reports of over 7 inches of rain fell within this past week,
some of it within a short period. Fields are saturated. No progress
on haying or spraying. Some prevent plant being determined. Lots
of activity at the FSA office with crop reporting.

Regrowth of alfalfa

PORTAGE-J.W.: Cranberry blossom beginning. Only one day
suitable for fieldwork, due to excessive rainfall. Fieldwork
stalled.

BROWN-B.S.: Wet conditions have hampered all last minute
thoughts of late planting corn and soybeans on unplanted acres.
Many farmers are looking at standing first crop hay wondering
when we will have dry weather to make baled hay.

FOND DU LAC-B.P.: Second crop hay looks excellent. Water
issues with corn and soybeans. Some bean fields have lots of
brown spots. Need warm weather and sun. 8 inches of rain in
one week is too much.

RICHLAND-J.C.: Heavy rains last week caused more erosion
in the county. Corn in the low areas needs to be sprayed and is
showing nitrogen stress in some areas. With more rain
forecasted this week, it could a while before farmers are back in
the fields.

DANE-D.R.: The corn is running between 20 to 30 inches high.
Ash trees behind house are dying. Grass is very heavy.
GREEN-M.M.: Many portions of the county received up to 5-7
inches of rain this week creating some flooding in low areas, but
the majority of the corn and beans are doing very well. First
crop hay yields were excellent and with the rainfall received this
we will have a good second crop.

OZAUKEE-K.A.: Corn and beans are turning yellow due to too
much moisture.

WAUKESHA-R.F.: We had about 3 inches of rain last week.
Corn is about 12 to 18 inches tall. Neighbor baling hay, seemed
to be decent.

Wisconsin Weekly Weather, Selected Cities, Ending as of 7:00 a.m. on June 22, 2014

Growing degree days .
Temperature (modified base 50) 1/ Precipitation
; Mar. 1
Cit . . dep. . : .
y Avg. | Avg. | High | Low Avg. dep Mar. 1 to Last | Since Jun. 1 Year Year
. . | Avg. from to dep. from to dep. from
max. | min. | max. | min. - Jun. 21 Week | Jun. 1 % *
normal Jun. 21 normal* normal date normal
Eau Claire 82 61 85 55 71 +4 790 766 3.09 6.01 +3.04 20.10 +6.79
Green Bay 75 59 86 55 67 +1 692 681 2.22 3.65 +1.36 14.31 +2.39
La Crosse 84 65 88 60 75 +5 947 870 2.92 4.55 +1.92 17.72 +4.20
Madison 82 64 87 60 73 +6 903 858 3.79 6.72 +4.00 18.47 +4.38
Milwaukee 77 57 86 53 67 +0 682 n.a. 2.45 4.01 +1.67 14.96 -0.30

1/ Formula used: GDD = (daily maximum (86°) + daily minimum (50°))/2-50°; where 86° is used if the maximum exceeds 86° and 50° is used if the minimum falls
below 50°. *Normal based on 1971-2000 data. Source: NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov.
n.a.=not available. T=trace. Source: USDA, NASS.
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