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Cold, Dry Weather Boosts Late Fieldwork

For the week ending December 7, 2014
Media Contact: Greg Bussler

Temperatures were well below average at the beginning of Percent Corn, Grain Moisture at Harvest,
this week, with overnight lows in the single digits or lower Wisconsin, 2014
. 50
statewide. Temperatures then gradually rose to more
seasonal levels by the weekend, with above-freezing days
softening the ground in some areas. Northern portions of the 40
state received a light dusting of snow on Tuesday, but in the
south and west of the state it was a very dry week. Clear 30
skies and well-frozen fields helped farmers harvest corn,
though lingering snow cover kept progress slow for many. 20
Long lines at grain driers and elevators reportedly slowed
progress further. Corn grain moisture content has not 10
dropped appreciably in the past two weeks. Farmers raced
to empty manure pits wherever conditions allowed, but deep 0 . . . .
frost and snow continued to prevent fall_tlllage in many 9/28 10/12 10/26 11/9 11/23 12/7
areas. In portions of the state hardest hit by November
blizzards, field operations were hampered or prevented by
muddy soils beneath deep, insulating snow. With winter
weather here to stay, corn and soybeans still standing in
these areas will likely remain in fields until spring.
There were 4.6 days suitable for fieldwork.
Across the reporting stations, average temperatures were 3 Percent COrn Harvested for Grain, Wisconsin, By District,
to 9 degrees below normal. Average high temperatures November 30 and December 7, 2014
ranged from 25 to 36 degrees, while average low 100
temperatures ranged from 5 to 22 degrees. Precipitation
ranged from 0.00 inches in Eau Claire, La Crosse, and 80
Madison to 0.03 inches in Milwaukee. If you are interested
in further weather data, please reference the following sites: 60
http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.ao0s.wisc.edu/~sco/ 40 H
http://www.cocorahs.org/
http://www.weather.gov/ 20 H
As of December 7, corn for grain was 86 percent harvested
with grain moisture at harvest averaging 21 percent. This 0 H } } } } } } } }
makes 2014 the fourth latest corn harvest in the past thirty NW NC NE WC C EC SW SC SE
years, ahead of 1985, 1992, and 2009. 011/30 m12/7
Wisconsin Crop Progress as of December 7, 2014
District average State average
Crop and percent
of acreage Nw | NC | NE | we | c | Ec | sw | sc | s | Ths | LastopLast o Svear
week week year average
Percent Percent
Corn harvested for grain 81 72 60 88 76 75 94 97 86 86 78 90 93
Days Suitable for Fieldwork and Soil Moisture Conditions as of December 7, 2014
District average State average
Item NW | NC | NE | we | ¢ | EC | sw sc | sE This Last Last
week week Year
Days Days
Days Suitable 3.2 3.1 55 3.6 4.5 5.3 54 54 4.7 4.6 2.6 n.a.
Percent Percent
Topsoil Moisture
Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 n.a.
Short 4 0 0 5 0 2 5 6 5 3 3 n.a.
Adequate 72 60 38 84 84 73 76 87 92 78 77 n.a.
Surplus 24 40 62 11 16 25 18 6 2 19 20 n.a.
Subsoil Moisture
Very Short 0 0 0 7 0 0 0 1 1 1 0 n.a.
Short 2 0 0 8 0 0 5 8 6 3 4 n.a.
Adequate 80 54 50 80 77 77 92 90 92 82 81 n.a.
Surplus 18 46 50 5 23 23 3 1 1 14 15 n.a.
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Wisconsin Crop Progress

Selected Quotes from Farm Reporters and County Ag Agents

All comments are used in creating this report, but only a few are published below.

RUSK-G.P.: Harvest limps along with both corn and beans still to
come off. Corn is slowly drying down, but still plenty in the upper
20s and low 30s. Most at this point won't come off until spring.
Soybeans are settling in around 18% and can't go directly into
storage. Local elevators are trying to set themselves up to dry
beans, always a touchy deal, to help the farmers get the last of them
off.

WASHBURN-P.H.: A bit of corn harvested this week. Still corn
in fields. Some waiting for the snow to melt off the ears to help
combining.

LINCOLN-K.S.: Continues to be muddy. Hard for the farmers to
harvest their corn. Some manure hauling.

PRICE-D.E.: Farmers are struggling to get remaining corn and
soybeans off fields, but excessive moisture and mud are hampering
the process. Snow on the ground is insulating very well.

LANGLADE-A.K.: End of week and next week look promising,
corn combines starting to roll. Manure coming out of pits to fields;
this weather may have prevented some very concerning manure
situations.

LA CROSSE-I.H.: Combination of snow, high humidity, cold and
wind limited the amount of work that could be accomplished this
week.

TREMPEALEAU-D.D.: Good progress on late corn harvest as
temperatures warmed and snow left the corn plants.

WAUPACA-D.L.H.: Producers are working in earnest to get the
remaining corn out of the fields. Still some soybeans left as well.
For the most part the ground is frozen enough to support the
harvest equipment. Farmers certainly faced many weather
challenges during the 2014 year!

DOOR-R.S.: Lots of corn to be harvested yet. Not much corn
done due to moisture. Got 1.5 inches of wet snow this morning.

MANITOWOC-M.R.: Saw one farm still chopping corn silage
this past week.

SHEBOYGAN-M.B.: Corn standing in the field is still high in
moisture - upper 20s and lower 30s. Test weights are low,
especially on the late harvested corn.

VERNON-K.L.: Farmers harvesting corn for grain that has been
left standing. Combines running slower than normal but the crop
is coming off.

DANE-D.R.: Most of field work is spreading manure.

ROCK-C.O.: Harvest almost complete except for those that are
always late to finish. It has been a good year for grain
production.

WALWORTH-N.W.: Just a few fields of late planted corn left
to harvest. Moisture is still high in those fields.

WAUKESHA-R.F.: Raining now. A little slippery.

Wisconsin Weekly Weather, Selected Cities, Ending as of 7:00 a.m. on December 7, 2014

Growing degree days .
Temperature (modified base 50) 1/ Precipitation
; Mar. 1
Cit . . dep. . : .
y Avg. | Avg. | High | Low Avg. dep Mar. 1 to Last | Since Dec. 1 Year Year
- .| Avg. from to dep. from to dep. from
max. | min. | max. | min. - Nov. 29 Week | Dec. 1 % *
normal Nov. 29 normal® normal date normal
Eau Claire 25 5 33 -7 15 -9 2688 2599 0.00 0.00 n.a. 42.30 +10.97
Green Bay 28 8 36 0 18 -9 2457 2456 0.02 0.02 -0.31 30.46 +2.26
La Crosse 30 15 38 6 23 -5 3170 2953 0.00 0.00 n.a. 36.59 +5.05
Madison 32 16 43 5 24 -5 2940 2926 0.00 0.00 n.a. 34.28 +2.54
Milwaukee 36 22 47 12 29 -3 2607 n.a. 0.03 0.03 -0.47 31.11 -1.98

1/ Formula used: GDD = (daily maximum (86°) + daily minimum (50°))/2-50°; where 86° is used if the maximum exceeds 86° and 50° is used if the minimum falls
below 50°. *Normal based on 1971-2000 data. Source: NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. n.a.=not available. T=trace

This report has been made possible through the cooperative efforts of the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
the Wisconsin Department of Agriculture, Trade, and Consumer Protection, and the National Weather Service.




