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CROP PROGRESS AND CONDITION 

MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2017 

 
AGRICULTURAL SUMMARY: Wyoming experienced warmer than normal temperatures for the month, according to the Mountain 

Regional Field Office of the National Agricultural Statistics Service, USDA.  Thirty-three of the 34 reporting stations reported above 

average temperatures for the month with the high temperature of 72 degrees recorded at LaGrange, and a low of 22 degrees below zero 

at Sheridan.  Above normal moisture was reported at 28 of the 34 reporting stations.   All of the stations reported some moisture for the 

month with Lake Yellowstone reporting the most moisture at 7.63 inches and Laramie reporting the least with 0.15 inches.  A reporter 

from North Central Wyoming reported that a week of warm weather and heavy snow melt with some flooding was followed by lower 

temperatures and more snow.  Another reporter from North Central Wyoming indicated that lambing and calving are just getting started 

and stock water is still short but hopeful that when the snow melts it will fill some of the reservoirs.  They also indicated that although 

the topsoil and subsoil are getting some much needed moisture and the winter wheat is green and looking good the wind remains an 

issue for drying up the moisture before it can soak in and do good. A reporter from East Central Wyoming indicated that although they 

had received some moisture they do not have enough subsoil moisture to sustain continual growth for the season. A reporter from West 

Central Wyoming noted that the snow keeps piling up.  They also indicated that feeding hay is a necessity and spring floods are a 

concern.  A reporter from South Central Wyoming reported that it has been warm and dry for the most part, calving is just getting 

underway and the snow pack and water prospects look good.  Another reporter from South Central Wyoming indicated that producers 

are feeding extra because of the amount of snow covering the ground.  A reporter from Southeastern Wyoming reported they had a big 

snow event in February and are now having to feed hay through a cold spell.  Another reporter from Southeastern Wyoming indicated 

that they continue to be very dry with warmer than normal temperatures and dry winds.  Stock water supplies across Wyoming were 

rated 8 percent very short, 13 percent short, 72 percent adequate, and 7 percent surplus. 

 

The next monthly report will be released for March on Monday, March 27, 2017.  Weekly reports will begin on April 3, 2017.   

 

CROP AND LIVESTOCK PROGRESS 

Commodity Current week Previous report Previous year 5-year average 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Cows calved ...................................................  6 1 9 NA 

Ewes lambed ..................................................  6 1 8 NA 

Sheep shorn ....................................................  14 NA 13 NA 

NA – not available 

(--) – zero 

 

 

SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION 

Commodity Current report Previous report Previous year 5-year average 

Topsoil moisture (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

 Very short ..................................................  12 11 3 NA 

 Short ..........................................................  33 34 37 NA 

 Adequate ....................................................  46 46 60 NA 

 Surplus .......................................................  9 9 -- NA 

Subsoil moisture     

 Very short ..................................................  14 11 2 NA 

 Short ..........................................................  34 33 35 NA 

 Adequate ....................................................  44 53 63 NA 

 Surplus .......................................................  8 3 -- NA 

NA – not available 

 (--) – zero 



  

  

CROP, LIVESTOCK, PASTURE AND RANGE CONDITION 

 Current report Previous report Previous year 5-year average 

 (percent) (percent) (percent) (percent) 

Hay and roughage supplies     

 Very short .........................................................  3 1 -- NA 

 Short..................................................................  36 28 6 NA 

 Adequate ...........................................................  60 69 55 NA 

 Surplus ..............................................................  1 2 39 NA 

Pasture and range condition     

 Very poor ..........................................................  10 6 -- NA 

 Poor ...................................................................  26 23 7 NA 

 Fair ....................................................................  42 46 40 NA 

 Good .................................................................  22 22 53 NA 

 Excellent ...........................................................  -- 3 -- NA 

Winter Wheat     

 Very poor ..........................................................  17 18 -- NA 

 Poor ...................................................................  21 22 4 NA 

 Fair ....................................................................  41 39 24 NA 

 Good .................................................................  17 17 72 NA 

 Excellent ...........................................................  4 4 -- NA 

     

Livestock     

 Very poor ..........................................................  1 1 -- NA 

 Poor ...................................................................  3 3 1 NA 

 Fair ....................................................................  30 20 17 NA 

 Good .................................................................  65 71 75 NA 

 Excellent ...........................................................  1 5 7 NA 

NA – not available 

(--) – zero 

 

Wyoming’s weather data can be accessed at the following: 

 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wyoming/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2017/WY_Weather_02262017.pdf 

 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/Wyoming/Publications/Crop_Progress_&_Condition/2017/WY_Weather_02262017.pdf

