
Committee of Women in Statistics 
Committee Meeting  

 Tuesday, August 28, 11:45 – 13:15  
 

AGENDA 
 

• Introductions 
• Update/report on ISI Committee on Women in Statistics (Cynthia) 
• Invited Sessions at ISI (Martha organized for 2007; suggestions for 2009) 

o Note CWS session “Indicators of Women and Children” was on 
Monday, August 27 

• Report on Initiative with Country Representatives: and Monday meeting 
o Networking 
o Reports 
o Nominations of women to ISI 

• Website update 
• Discussion of 2009 ISI Focus on Women in Statistics – Dr. Mirando Mafafo, 

So Africa Country Representative 
• Strengthening the role of the ISI Committee on Women in Statistics 
• Membership on the ISI CWS 
• Other items 

 
NOTES 

 
Attendees:  Cynthia Clark (ISI CSW chair), Martha Farrar (ISI CWS webmaster). 
Nancy McBeth (NZ) and Siobhan Carey (UK) attended as new committee members 
Others attending:  Shabani Mehta (ISI liaison), Mirando Mafafo (So Africa Country 
Representative and committee for 2009 ISI in Durban) 
 
Report on the activities of the ISI Committee on Women in Statistics.   
 
The ISI Committee on Women in Statistics has three initiatives – presenting invited 
paper sessions at the ISI bi-annual meetings, seeking country representatives for its 
network of women statisticians, and strengthening the role of the committee by 
invigorating its membership.   
 
The Committee is sponsoring an invited session on “Indicators of the Status of 
Women and Children.”  This will be held on Monday.  The Committee would like to 
sponsor a session in 2009 in Durban but has not submitted a proposal for that meeting.  
 
The Committee is seeking women at the mid or high career level who are willing to 
be country representatives.  These individuals are being asked to assist in networking 
in their country or region of the world, to provide reports of relevance to women 
statisticians and to the ISI Committee on Women in Statistics from their country or 
region, and to encourage nominations of women as members of the ISI.  The 
Committee will hold a meeting of country representatives at the Lisbon session on 
Monday August 27 at 7:45.  Country representatives have been asked to share their 
experiences so we can learn of others successes and further the role of the 
representatives.  
 



Current country representatives are:   
 Africa South Africa Miranda Mafafo 

Zambia Sheila Shimwambwa-Mudenda 
 Asia  India  Gayatri V. Singh 
     Mausumi Bose 
   Malaysia Ann-Lee Wang 
 Europe  Netherlands Nel Verhoeven 
   Norway Ingrid Glad 
   Sweden Eva Elvers 
 North America Canada Susana Rubin-Bleuer (SCC COWIS) 
   USA  Sheela Talwalker 
     Mariza de Andrade (Caucus) 
 Oceania  Australia Irene Hudson  
 
 
The Committee webmaster has recently enhanced the website 
(http://www.nass.usda.gov/cws/index.htm) with a button for “Country 
Representatives”.  If you click on the button you see a world map that directs you to 
regions of the world and to the ISI CWS country representatives in those regions.  
Reports from country representatives will appear under “Brief Reports” on the 
website and be hot-linked from the “Country Representative” page of the site 
 
The committee needs to re-invigorate itself with new committee members.  Recently 
Ms. Wong Wee Kim of Singapore has been invited to be on the committee.  Other 
committee members include:  Cynthia Clark (chair), Fred Vogel, Martha Farrar 
(webmaster), Dennis Trewin, Lamine Diop, and Beverley Carlson (former chair).  
Suggestions for new members would be appreciated.   
 
Report on 2007 ISI Invited Session on Indicators of the Status of Women and 
Children (Martha Farrar).   
 
The following papers were presented followed by comments from a discussant: 
 
Gender Related Data on Agriculture - Eva Laczka 
 
The Invisible Citizens: Pakistan’s Infant Mortality - Mubarka Haq 
 
A Pilot Study of the Well-Being of Young People in Palestine, Jordan and Lebanon  - 
Faisal Awartani and Mary W. Gray 
 
Child Labor in Philippine Agriculture: Researching Occupational Safety and Health 
Indicators of Hazardous Work for Children - Charita L.Castro  
 
Comments from discussant John Curry (FAO Gender Research Officer): 
“Over the last two decades there has been an increased interest in the development 
and use of indicators—qualitative and quantitative—related to the health and social 
status of women and children. This increased interest in indicators for women and 
children has received impetus largely through a series of international mandates. 
Similarly, major mandates for indicators on the child have stressed the need for 
indicators on child well-being (including physical health and child perceptions of 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/cws/index.htm


well-being) and child protection/human rights. The papers presented to this session 
offer a number of lessons that can be learnt for future work on indicators on women 
and children. Laczka’s discussion of the retabulation of the Hungarian Agricultural 
Census to produce a gender-disaggregated data set is a useful case study of an attempt 
to fill the gender data gap in agricultural statistics. Castro’s study provides compelling 
evidence of how hazardous agricultural work is for children. Her methodology may 
also be useful for ILO Member States who are in the process of refining their 
hazardous work lists. Haq’s paper illustrates the challenges of disentangling the 
complexity of underlying causes of infant mortality and other indicators. The paper by 
Awartani and Gray was for me a fascinating foray into documenting and quantifying 
adolescent perceptions and attitudes towards their well-being, safety and their school 
environment in a very important cultural and political setting.” 
 
The session was well attended with much discussion. Several in attendance expressed 
the need to have a more focused session (e.g. Violence toward woman) or to have 
more than one session. They felt they hit the surface of many topics and desired in-
depth discussions.. 
 
Ideas for 2009 ISI Invited Session sponsored by ISI.  Cynthia stated that John 
Kovar is the overall program chair for 2009; Dennis Trewin is the program chair for 
all invited sessions not organized by an ISI section.  Cynthia noted that we may have 
missed our opportunity to have an invited session as the deadline for submitting a 
topic was several months ago.  However, there is still the possibility to have an 
organized topic contributed session.  She solicited ideas for a session. Ideas suggested 
included: 

• Gender sensitization of national statistics offices 
• Violence toward women 
• Focus on Africa – leadership and development, research, women in NSOs, 

targeting women’s careers, lack of globalization of statistics 
• Girls in Africa (ECE gender statistics program has information) 
• Panel discussion with women in senior roles, possibly moderated by Denise 

Lievesley, the 2009 ISI president.  It would be desirable to have women 
across different sectors of statistical practice 

• Side event might be a reception  
 
 
Report on Initiative with Country Representative and Monday meeting.  There 
were only two present country representatives at the Monday meeting.  However, 
efforts have been made at this ISI session to recruit new country representatives.  
Those identified include:  Teresia Evleina Teran Lomas and Celina Curti from 
Argentina, Enriqueta Reston from the Philippines, Maria Joao Tarares Ailhao from 
Portugal, Tae-Rim Lee from Korea.  Additionally, Nancy McBeth indicated that she 
would be willing to recruit someone from New Zealand; Denise Silva would recruit 
two individuals from different sectors in Brazil, and Cynthia would recruit several 
individuals in the UK. 
 
Website Update.  Martha noted that the Country Representative portion of the site 
has been updated since the last meeting.  We now have an effective way to find 
contacts across the world and to receive reports.  We are relying on country 
representatives to provide reports to further populate the site. 



 
There was a suggestion that the website include some presentation of gender statistics.  
Eurostat and ECE and the UN were suggested as sources.  Cynthia will follow-up on 
this suggestion. 
 
2009 ISI Focus on Women in Statistics  (to be added) 
 
Strengthening the Role of the ISI Committee on Women in Statistics.  Several 
ideas were suggested. 

• Invigorating the committee 
• Participation in the UN Commission on Women (Cynthia will attend in 2008 

and provide a report for the website) 
• Expansion of ISI membership among women 
• Providing more information and access to grants for women to attend ISI and 

other statistics meetings 
• Provide information to the ISI membership at large on the ISI CWS country 

representatives such as for a Newsletter article (Cynthia to prepare). 
 
Membership on the ISI Committee on Women in Statistics.  Cynthia noted that 
Nancy McBeth, and Siobhan Carey have been invited during the ISI session to 
become new committee members.  Also, Cynthia  is in correspondence with Wong 
Wee Kim regarding the invitation for her to become a committee member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


