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April Farm Labor Survey  
BACKGROUND 
 

USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is gearing up to conduct the quarterly Farm 
Labor Survey (FLS) to gather data about the number of hired workers, average hours worked and 
wage rates by worker type (field, livestock, supervisor, bookkeeper, etc.).  Farm operators will be 
asked to report during the April 16-April 26 data collection period.  Previous FLS results show that 
nearly a million full-or part-time workers are needed during critical production periods to help 
America’s producers raise crops and livestock.   
 
DATA USES 
 

# Document Agricultural Labor Needs and Costs.  Hired workers account for about 30 percent 
of the farm labor workforce and 11 percent of agricultural production costs. The FLS helps 
estimate the demand for, and availability of, labor for seasonal agricultural service workers.   
 

# Promote Equitable Agricultural Policies.  Agriculture’s advocates promote policies that 
improve farmers’ profitability and ask that employment regulations affecting farmers be fair and 
supported by reliable data.   

 

# Coordinate Producer and Labor Pool Needs.  Almost one-fourth of all workers are hired by a 
labor service agency; the rest are hired by individual farm operators.  Several free Internet sites 
have been developed to link job seekers with employers.   

 

# Calculate USDA’s Parity Index.  Wage rates are a component of USDA’s Parity Index, which 
measures the economic well-being of producers.  The indexes are useful for designing the Farm 
Bill’s financial safety-net programs. 

 
IMPORTANCE OF RESPONDING 
 

It is important that each producer respond because the survey results are based on a sample of 
producers and each farmer/rancher surveyed represents many others.   

 
CONFIDENTIALITY 
 

By law (Title 7, U.S. Code), all information reported by a producer is kept confidential.  The data for 
all survey participants are combined for publishing regional and national estimates. 
 
PUBLISHED RESULTS  

 

NASS will release the Farm Labor report on May 18, 2007.  The report is available at NASS’s 
Website: www.nass.usda.gov.  The data are often cited by farm broadcasters, grower associations, 
and other supporters of agriculture.  For more information about any of NASS’s reports, call the 
Agricultural Statistics Hotline: (800) 727-9540.   
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